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sx following Queries were writ 
Wy upon a Presbyterian Miniſter's 

enveighing publickly againſt the 
Lawfulnels of National Coves' 
nanting. The Letters in An- 
ſwer to them I reckon have been done by } 
one of the ſame Denomination ; tho? he has 
not had the Reſolution of his Brother-in 3 
niquity, but ſent me his Papers by atk. un- 
known Hand. And indeed a true blue Whag 
could never have patroniſed ' them. Por 
whatever Reputation they had here for ſome 
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PREFACE. 
Months among a certain Sort of People, yet 
| mie intelligent Reader wittFeafily- tep—2] 
| E 7 77 many looſe and Jangarphy 
enets, ſatyrizing our Correa way 
| of Reforming from Pope er NV. 9 
It cannot miſs to be extremely fl 
do thoſe who have the Place of urch 
Fat Heart, to ſee Men of our own Commu- 
nion ſcribling againſt, a lampooning the 
© firſt ſacred Bonds ef &&r Kappy Conſtituti- 
on, atter we have ſo long . the bleſ- 


ſed kf — * them, er 
m Macon, oche 12 SET | 
Fin 85 Raron 


Erack'd by the open and nad Enemies of 


Four Bftabliſhmenr we u a 
What to ſay and dine oa 2 


Ewe fee the Sons of our Mother tearing her 
. to make up a Scoila ian Hills: 5 
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nor- 1s tealy 6 imagine how: we at 
x bithem; 'efpecially when ſormef R 
r cortincd the Seat of all bw ook 
: ant —.— to auether World. 

J e Years) ago we were stuff cht and 
e even to nauſeat ing wich 2the d 
row 'of Modern Divinity, Waooching the . 
ee Boctrine to 4 4 And nu byfa 
Rump of the fame Men, we ha ve got ſome 
pf 1. 'worlt Parts of the Inde nendont 


en, e upoa the Stage: - But 
where 
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PARFAC E. . 
e 'Ramblers in Religion will 
Stand, is hard 8007 For 
ing left. che Good Od Way, are 
ee os wander — 2 By- path; 
epecially ſiacè in ings | 
ſeem to have lire 12 to the — 
verſal Practice and Doctrine of the Chri- 
ſtian! Church, but like all ther Exrhighe 1 
aſts and Libertines, go upon their own. 


dark and undiſgeſted * | 
I pity ſome ot them, who are other- 


| wiſe Men of Temper ang Learning ; and 
1 I ben, ae them were 
, broug 


Thinking: - But 
con Notion 955 1 Power; they go 
on to conſult Mich and A 
: Populace, in . 
| feſſion of Fait 
| deſpair of their Fee Yet 1 they 
wou'd be io kind 35 bot to quarrel me 
for mixing Intereſts with them, I could 
find in my Heart, for once, to apply the 
ſame Tribunal, and demand of 4 hs 
Chriſtian People in Scotland, of the Prat 
byterian Way, if it be either natural, 
mannerly or juſt, for any who yet call 
themſelves Presbyterian Miniſters, openly 
to enveigh againſt our National Covenants, 


founded upon the Ward of God, = 
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lad confirmed by A8 0 
and -Alembly, however $2 252 "ol 
"dans late) Peck ecuting: Reign ? 

1 eilitate this Deciſion, the — 4 
* A eri Preſepted | them, 
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N the Watoch Covenant our oe 
fathers promiſed to continue during 
Life, in the Obedience of the Doc- 
25 Vine and Diſcipline of this Church, 
r in the 
— 75 and of che fearful Judgment 7 
of God at eee Dly 3 chat is, they fwate ag 
Religion may be produced by by humane Prnaltiess 
chav made the -N h of Men a Ground of 
Faith, and annex d tis Wrath of God to thele 
Things, to which God himſclt has not annex d 5 it: 
For either they made the Divine Judgriient follow 
the leaſt Variation of the Doctrine and Diſcipline 
at that Time cſtabliſhed, which was equivalent c 
an A ſſertion of their own 1 and conſe-. 
quently. a very mocleſt Sentence 6 upon every 
Man and Church, who in the leaſt differed 5 — 
Spe ; of elſe they were to accompany the 8 
All the poſſible Changes it might "undergo, 
Dgetrine or Diſcipline, 11 by this Means ellen 
as che Church believed, and practifing as it Fits; 
would contitme alwavs in its Obedience. 
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not been ſufficient, by the Fourth Article the Par- 


© liament, and Judges by Ar- 
bitrary * 4 hi ded Dol 
fign ; 1 5 all this was to be done, that they per 


their Poſterity atter them, might as Brethren live m 

Faith and Love, and the Lord 02 deli ght to 
d Wal am them: As if the Almi -had=t 

RR themſcly and. e | nor. $9 

en Gift er d 0 a0 n ä 

15 drive or ee as N 1 Fo > 


extended, to. thoſe of gur 

1 of Meig 125 = bee en d 
cds of Craclty. 55 are wiſer now 
3 i be 955 1555 00 plailible Baits : the 
Arft af n Lore which wWe 7 told theſe 

S W s, Stupidity and Implacable 
Hatred”: png — and ee Wa en 
che Church is but another Phraſe for the Dark 
the rey, which is founded on Uniſormity, 
as always in Proportion to it. As it is there- 
. Fore the Intereſt of theſe Clergymen, who, think Do- 
minion a Branch of their Gli. ſo. it has always. 
been-their Endeavour, to make all Men think as 
© they are bid; and Perſecution being the ſureſt Me- 
| liod of accomplithing this, they have never failed. 
ot it, whenever they had Power. The Cover 
nant diſcovers a manifeſt Partiality this Way, the 


1 and. Pig PEE, of Popery are not 


ab- 
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ee e 140 — 
abjured with its other Errors, tho? they are its woulf 
'Errors, becauſe they ſupport all the reſt; on th 
contrary, it lays an Obligation upon Men, to pra 
. tiſe this moſt inhumane Part of Popery; and that 
was practiſed is evident from the Accounts we ha 


7 are not ſatisfy'd, but look back with withir 
f iel themſelves ſacrilegouſly rob d. 


not of this World, and conſequently that the Inti 
reſt thereof cannot be promoted 7 the Reward 


bade his Apoſtles the Exerciſe of Dominion. But 
ſeems to be the Opinion of ſome Mer, that this v 
only the Dominion of one Apoſtle, or one” Clerg 


the chiriſtian Laiery. But if the Conſciences of tf 

People are to be fetter'd, is it any Conſolation 
them, that this is done by a Presbytery, and noꝶ 
à Pope or a Prelate! Does not a Biſhop, who'd 
_ daims thus, act more, agrecably to the Chriſtian 
ſtitution, than a Presbytery who claim ir" And 

2 Presbytery exerciſe the ſame Power with a Biſhe 


ſmall Recompence for the Loſs of Religion, whi 


| ſtanding, which is the Way Religion muſt enter 
| .tF contrary both to Scripture and Reaſon, it 
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of theſe Times. Thanks to God and our g 
Sqvereign it is not ſo now; but it ſeems ſome Pee 


es upon that Power, of which no doubt tf 
Our Saviour declared that his Kingdom 


and Puniſhments of this World. e likewiſe fc 


man over the reſt, and not of the whole Clergy ov 


there is no Difference, but in the Name, which is 


always abates in Proportion as humayg- Author 
prevails, Religion is the Fear of God, it can't 
the Effect of Power, which is the Fear of Ms: 
Force may make Men Hypoctites, and offend Gy 
but it can't inform, much leſs convince the Und 


Soul. Since therefore the Dominion of the Cle 
A 2 | 1 
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impracticable, unleſs it W bed d with Perſecuti- 
a, the only prevailing Argument. It is vain to 
Wink, any Man will be catechiſed into the Opini- 
in of it, except ſuch who by being ;nſtrutted, or 

port ſufficiently warn d 5 the leading Error of 
Popery, implicite Faith, yield an obſequious Aſſent 
all the Reveries of their Teachers. "This Method 
you have taken in your Queries to the Reverend Mr. 
F, which I ſhall conſider in Order. 
Queſt. 1. Have not all Societies a natural and in- 


nick Power, to preſcribe and impoſe their own 
ern of Communion, even by Contract — 2 
Pant, if they have a mind? . 
An. Every civil Society has a natural and intrin- 
ek Power, to decide civil Controveſies by Majori- 
of Votes, to make Laws by their own Authority, 
Cclaring upon what Terms the Privileges of the 
Eommunity are to be enjoy'd, to repeal old Ones 
d that Eftc& when they are found inſufficient, and 
fo uſe the united Force of the Society to procure 
Jbedience to theſe Laws and Deciſions; but I hope 
des not follow, that every Chriſtian. Society or 
urch, that is (according to modern Acceptati- 
) the Clergy of every Church, have the like natu- 
and intrinſick Power, to decide Articles of Faith 
Majority of Votes, to preſcribe new Terms of 
dmmunzon by their own Authority, and abrogatc 
gold Opes contain'd in the Scriptures, when they 
not ſuitable to their Deſigns ; and after all to 
apoſe theſe Articles of Faith, or theſe 'Terms of 
ommunicn upon whole Nations, or upon the whole 
Vorld ( for there is no Limitation in the Query) 
bd cbiige them by Penalties, both to receive and 
pear them in Oppoſition to their Conſciences. What 
bleſs'd State wou'd the World be reduced OY if 
Y | gh i this 
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CF: 
this was every where put in Practice, as it 18 alregs 
dy in too many Parts of it? It wou'd put an End 
do all the Differences bet ixt right and wrong, and 
make Religion as variable as the Intereſts and Paſ- 
ſions of Men. We wou'd then be eas'd the Trouble 
of uſing our own Underſtandings, by leaving them 
to the Clergy ; and it they cou'd aſſure us, that they! 
only wou'd be damn'd tor the Abuſe of them, it 
might be ſome Inducement to give them up. Bur as 
every Man muſt anſwer for his own Conduct, it muſt 
be the higheſt Impiety to require it. There is ſomes? 
thing more abſurd in this than in Popery itſelf ; the 
Pope pretends to be infallible, and very conſiſtently! 
therewith requires an abſolute Submiſſion to all his 
Dictates; but for a Proteſtant Clergy, who acknow- 
ledge themſelves capable of Error, to make the ſame 
Claim, is a very modeſt Demand upon all Man- 
kind to accompany” thom in their Errors. 


It all Societies have a natutal and intrinſick Pow= 
er, to preſctibe and impoſe their own Terms off 
Communion, even by Contra& and Covenant, it they 
will, then Popiſh Societies have this Power, and we 
acted unjuſtly in ſeparating from them, only becauſe 
they aflum'd this Power; if they have it not, the 
ſame Reaſons that prove this, will prove that no o- 
ther Chriſtian Society has it. A natural Power in 
Socirt ies to preſcribe, impoſe and make Men {wear 
Term of religious Communion, is a Contradiction 
to all Religion, Which cannot ſubſiſt where Conſci- 
ence is violated. When a Man by his o Under- 
ſtanding ſees the Contormity ot any Truth to the 
Scriptures, he belicves it on Account of that Cons 
formity, and there can be no impoſing; it on him, 
when his Mind conſents tg it; But if any Man og 
Number of Men will oblige him to believe it, cond 


to 


ves or thinks he perceives, itsRepugnancy 
Scripture, this is impoſing, and is an.umplious 


| 
| furs 

ou che Conſciences of Men. When it ſhall be 
ny appear, that the chriſtian Religion was de- 
ad, to make all Men of one Mind, in every 
| Nins chat has been made a Term of religious 
union; or that in Fact all the Men of any Nati- 
fon. cver did or can in all theſe: Points, and 
eke infallibly certain, they wou'd never ſee Reaſon 
ito fall in the leaſt from that Agreement, upon ber- 
Per Infsrmation, the — — national coves 
. may be urged with a better Grace; but till 


Went yon ma}: allow me to-think; tharfuch 
Covenanting can advance no Man's Intereſt in the o- 


2. 10 not all at gathered. and chy- 


Pirate at leaft by implicite Covenanting ? - (19 
nan”; 3. Did nut the Apoſtles themſelves, in 1 
xe of. their Commiſſion, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. 
* 1 under the ſtrong 
＋ to profeſs Chriſtianity, 
ty the — in the Bond of Peace? | 
I by implicite Oœvenanting you enn a 
eee of Chriſtianity; then it is certain that all 
Ehixches are gathered this Way, and that the A- 
es brought their Diſciples under the ſtrongeſt 
e thar eicher Inſtruction, Convic- 
or the Authority of God could lay up them. 
Par i /this National- 3 Or docs it” 
6 
| enalties, {ets 
Wen Js PH of che eee ol God, "ard te 


- (65) : 
= to thee Digates of his Undcritanding;” when 


of the Authority of God, who only can con- 


Com- 


mer World, tho it may a infinite Wanne 


in this a cet 07 bur 


e Obliga- 
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Taſtru&ion imp Bice © Rs can „ 
7 his Sous intended, b the fame Means 


tes his Body. In the. v oe of rhe Ap 
Chriflians' bein to differ amongſt themſelves, hot 
in Points of Doftrine and Practice, and they knew 
ir Would continue fo, for our Saviour had forerold-ir.; 
ur” they left do Inſtructions for the "ſtronger Party, | 
Göblig 425 relt to ſwear” greement. with. 12 


| 259880 5 cthorre them to pe Mecknel: 
ce, Qualities, inconfiſt; n 2 
natiting S k Which When it has Power, it rhe 
tuaſly Ban Th from che Earth. 
"Queſt. 4. Was not the Apoſtoli, cal Creed, as we 
ms, it, orgmaly de le ſigned to preſerve Church Commu- | 
on © * 


Odeſt. 5. Bid wat the primitive Chriſtians beef 
and ſeat it #4 CG v¹i,! ® © ; 
8 & 1958 it not, enlarged and ſworn anew 
and broke . in. the Churth £ 
9915 The ag rec Chriſtians bs altageth 
ignorant of Coycnantingy that , modern Engine, of 
Power ; ; and when in Proceſs of. Time the IP | 
to follow that Wa ay, we all know "the EMS it, 
They had indeed ſome brief Forms, abſolutely pes 
eelfary to expreſs their Profeſſion of Chriſtianity; But 
the Apoſtolical Creed was PT. known duri the | 
rſt three Cenrarics,. however it was prounin, po" 
roduced, and the laſt Enlatgemaznit. it received 5 
from Pope Pius IV. who ad wy viral Articlcon; 
ning the Belief of Tranſobſiigritriga, the War: ? 
Ip of the bleſſed Virgin, and of dead Met Bones, 
10 ſundry other orthodox Tenets, in Oppolitian, it 
ems, to e fig that ſpr rung up about that Time, 
In this new Form, behenk i is uled ed 1 a 
bib , re- 
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r they oblige W Body to ſwear to it. 
Queſt. 7. he very Word Religion, from 
reli , 4 dale nt r in us" Proſe fron on 
alice ? 

51 A Cauſe ſtands i in need of Supports indeed, 
When it brin them ſrom the Peddy. — we 
may be bound t rogethes, in; :tdigious Proteſſion and 
Pradtice without a+ Solemn e ind Covenant. 
Quelt. 8. Be pleaſetlco tell me what eſſential In- 
lo jan the as our Confeſſion of Faith, with 
. the other Vows 22 come under at their 


Ordination, want x an ordinary ut Lg Engage 
ment « ? 


use. 
3 Af. 1 leave you this to anfwer your fell. If you 
We think there is no eſſential Difference, and the, pne 
il 3 unlawful, what, will _ you make. of bs 
_— nr? *. 
Quell. 9 herbs theſe Ou Teffaminit Covenants 
. xi. 17. 2 Chron. xv. 12. Xxjx. 
Fo. xxxiv. 3. elſe—where may be imitated ? 
. Queſt. 10 Pi they were typical, as ] heat * 
E * 1 ask what they can more naturally profi- 


| mh or to be maile for a as they plainly 

; "Fs A 

1 M 1 WTO 1 N are not 0 be imitated. No 
| they were founded on ſomething peculiar in 

e Law, Which does not agree to the Chri- 


in che firſt Text teferred to, was the killin 
Prieſts; an Article of that in the ſecon 
chat every Man and Woman who 5 
ec to it ſhould ic be put to Death, and gen 

Old Teſtament Copenagits' "ded" h. His wh 
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n a ; 
oil} ”y __T PX — 


ire. of Church Communion, ps 
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ke then our, and ch lite National Covenants, 


Anſtitution. The Conſequence of that cn + þ 


Saviour of the World ? Te know not what Man- | { 


have hug Sign of Imp 
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( 9, 9: . 
Neſtra&ion of che Worſhipers Ae " 
Diſſenters from the Jewiſh Church If this was to 
beamirated now, it would make the World an uni- 
verſal Shambles, and turn the Religion of the merci- 
fu] Jeſus, into a Religion like that of -Mabomet. 
Every King thinks his own Church the true Church, 
and the late French King butchered his Proteſtant - 
Subjects, under the Notion of Hereticks or Wor- 
ſhipers of Baal. Whe. e Apoſtles of our Lord 
yet full of the ſame Spirit, uch has inſpired too many 
of their Succeſlors, would have broug * down Fire 
from Heaven to deſtroy a Village of the Samaritans. | 
becauſe they would u — receive him, and pleaded the 
Example of Elias, what Anſwer had they from the 


of Spirit. ye are of, for the Son of Man if mot © 
—_— to der) Mens Lives, but to. ſave . 
A. ſufficient Cautjon,methinks, for all his F ollowers,,.. 
not to plead the Imitation of ſome Fewyb N 
e of making Men Chri 
either their Bodies or Eſtates. But bi ng 
ſame Apoſtles were endued with Power from on. 
Hig h, and underſtood the Nature of the 
Dilpenſationz they went abeut the World, inſtruc- 
ting and perſwading Mankind to embraiethe. Gol- 
ple; but they uſed no penal Methods to bring h 
Heathen into 1 Opinions, tho they were all 


Idolators. If the hail done thĩs, it would Ela: render: 


ed both their e and their Deſi 2 
and will any "Nav ſay that the Chriſtian = 
muſt be preſeryed now by ſuch 1 . yea 
ure at ĩts firſt 
„and have _Intreduced | into 


on, fince an Antichry- : 
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bak hall endeavour. to ſer your” A 


ö 4 by Armies, therefore 


itt in this glorious Deſign, without entring 
iu nr. Solemn 
| 1 that "they hall tate dur 
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ile e of Babylon, /þ Hall turn 1 
ber deſolate, naked, aud burn ber with fre. Now 


hs IS 


arne xvii. 16. ne 
Et or Nations, '2who had fornity 
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be pleaſed to tell me bo tis imaginab le Hy es 


© Event can be brought about by theſe Kings or N 
tions Je 925 7 like National 1232 


F Ten or rather a greater Number of 
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ations, bund make an E 1. — 


4 Antichrift, wou'd 'they not nece, 2 8 
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foreſake their own Prifici 
gre 1 to ee e of 4 cun - 5 


A Allies would « 
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＋ 1 e no Skill” at anti Pro "IO 
ent in a. 


No Event, it ſeems, but what 3 ron 
can be foretold in'a Scripture 7 
is one which aſſures ofthis R ome 118. 


Dragon are Or- 
im poſſible they, 


Apoſtles; Ind GH ir 


and Covenant: Therefore. 3 
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—— Add an Argjunk 
what is eſtabliſhed by the plaineſt Bechata- 


— the Goſpel'? A holy War for propagating | 

Religioh, is a ere to Chriſtianity. The 

Re holy Some Lunatick Ex- 
pedit ions into the Holy A: to reſcue a Graveren 


the Saracens, 


Ade ben called Holy Wars. The Pope by the Cu- 


| ' Jado'has raiſed Holy "Was, for extetminating 


che 


Proteſtant Hereſy; and they fetch their Arguments 
ei from the 3 105 from the Decrees of 


tlie Council of Vem, there being nothing 
to eountenance it. And I dare be bold to 
chat a Holy War, raiſed' for converting 
himſelt' whatever Good it might accident= 
cl teould be mb- 


tay, 
ally do in the World, the t 


in the 


even 


rally as bad, 2 theſe 1 have juſt now mentioned. 


Inded Religion being our men valuable Privilege, 


all Men have a Right to defend it, even by War, 5 
(uten that was neceflary) as much a8" thekr Civil 


Alliance would ſerve all the Purpo 


Liberties ; and the Reaſon of this is, becauſe io Man 
can have a Right to rake it from them by Forte, ur. 


| impoſe Ar in its Stead: But an 
ſes of ſuch ates! 


icitii 


fenſive War, unleſs we "IP to \defend onri Relig 


gion. fees LS of impoſi 


orefathers in the Time of the AI 25 
„ 4 ne 6 eee 
2 
Ap April e ot? Ar, 1 156204 2 


ir, which was thetQuſeni 


But they were newly come out of the 
— of Fopery, and did not ſee the Inconſiſt- 
ency of C with the Principles of the Re- 
- formation, Which was brought — in 3 

on to all humane * Do in — — whereby 
t is eflectually prevented, wherever _— 
both among Pa — N ˖· Called. Pro- 

teſtants. but, 515 the Engagement entred into by 
theſe Lords, was only a deicnſive civil Alliance 6a 
for ought I know it was, having no Hiſtory of that 

Time 1 me) to preſervè themlelves from the Per- 

ſecutions of impoſing Papiſts, and their Covenant 
ing Atmies, and to procure a Liberty for Pro- 

* to worſhip God according to their Con- 


eiences, which was unrightecuſly denied them ; if . 


3 this was their Caſe, I ay, they acted þoth honeſt- 
p and warrantably. But 7 2 


3 of our Covenants, which were not deſigned to pro- 


de Liberty of Conſcience to our ſelves, but to 
A tale i it from others, who in Conſequence of them, 
were handlcd much after the ſame Way, as theſe 
Lords were by the Papiſts. 

2 Queſt. 15. Do hot al Coſuifts own rheſs Oaths aud 
 Covenautsto be lawful and binding, whoſe Matter 9 


| ee and Form legal ꝰ 


Quſl. 16. 1s nat the Matter of the National. G 
been moral, neceſſary, and amtecedently binding. 


Trp”? Every Thang that is moral; is en 
15 of that Morality; but this i is no Reaſon 


doi be obliged to ſwear. it, till all Men 
= are ated ip eycry- thing, which Men in Power 
. may take de Taney to call Went. Humane Ay- - 
+ _” 


1 
1 


- * * = 
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zority.3S een e be- 
* plauſibly, it ſoon Kretches: itſelf, and ps at: 
every Thing that won's bow gg it. Thus we have 


ſeen, a Covenant that began quith abjuring ſome!; - 
of the groſs Errors of Po pery, n 


ee, of publick Sins, wherein —_ 
denf's are claſs'd together with Socinians ; and if it: 
had gone keen ; I make no doubt but the 
* — of e wer wou d have felt à ſever- 
er Vengeance, than of our Saviour's Di- 
vinity. Bad Men, hay ing no Principles, caſily ſwal- 
S eh theſe who have the Fear o 
God can't com ply mink l Things, which makes 
them the only rers, almaſt in every Perſceuris) 
on. As for the Morality of our Covenants, I refer” 
to what has been (aid. in the Beginning of this Ler- 


ter; ee mere Mg Þe laid, were it a 


veſt. 1 7. Was. it not formally and ally 
Won King, ier e 47 — 


2 e 
Security? 7 i 
4. This we are atfured of by 2 iniſcrable Espe- 
rience of the Dirie f has occetioncd in this 
ever ſince. But I would fain ask, How does this. 
and many other of your Queries, prove the main 
13 | Queſtion of the Lawtulneſs of theſe 2 | 
firſt 2 And that other grand Point, which ſeams 


de a de er bare. of Belief with ſome 2 


U who was born in Scat land (1 che. 
i Len Forty ight, took the Covenant in n 


1 18 WW hen can diſoblige a Prote, 8 s, 
4 = Miniſter, at 4 role ve Fre sr js 
n Nations} ee, 4 * fon Faith, LY 
er ; | 7 | | | 7 TEL. oy 
＋ 2 
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Meaſures hed Metec aer ink ro be 
its: bal Eſtabſiſhment, it votild have introduced in- 
nate Wei, 8 © anhin 

| and 5 worſt 


Lim bil 


TE 
th&E? - 
n 

fond en che 


ace 7 El e ration, 


for 


the A Ponds "ISIS. ; * 
IT Kc 1 who e he 


3 on 
the only Sho 


* N Civil or reli igions Libert 


L 


eie Fact, tht e free 7 7 | 


Dd — , ic the nh C. 
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meets take effectüal Meaſures to Arne, impof⸗ 
ig Power in dhe Clergy, * By [this Time I hope 


Perveſye how how'-reaſonably.'a” Proteſtant” Presby⸗ 
* — derlan Miniſter,” may be d 2 5 with a 1564 


ject erg the to OR frſt of thiefe Titles. 


ſolemn Leagyu * . 
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4 as ; 


EX . 5 5 e Nen | 

ot Bumſelf into our Commumion, to quarrel-the Law- | 
Ein wr Ornon, the, Breaches whereof are 
eee 


quarrel Popiſh | 
Ae into ny —.— j 


Sons 74 
no honeſt Man 


in their Cm A frank 3 
of Failingsꝰ ze mare Reſpect to the Man 
that makes it, and reconcile the Minds of other 
Nen to his. Party, n e Defence 
nd & of. chem, and. tl; he that acts this kn 
„ a4 faireſt both for himſelf and for his Patty: 32. 


21. bat Accounts:wou'd the Church 
mide ſuch, a Practice in 3 
id Ee ae bean A by: Pan- 4 
N 43, 1 i. et itnaiuable*that the Cn 
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I . 
on in en 4 ſuddei £0 ino the 2 
Funden Way of f doing. Things ? * 
Anſ. No t 1s not to be imagin'd'; BY 
© whole Churches Keidem or never quite old Errors, 
4 Wen they have an Opinion of their own Power, 
= - which in this Caſe is commonly imploy'd for the 
- Kuppreſig 6f Truth, under the Notion of its be- 
= nga Reflection on the Church. But tho' whole 
3 Churches are unteachable, I hope it is every 
Minniſter's Duty to inſtruct private People. 4 and pa- 
tiene cd wait. the Fritits of his Labour among 
them ſinee even theſe are not always very ſuddenly 


received the Doctrine of our Saviour and his Apo- 
Wes; nor did that of Rome receive the Reformation; 
1 4 if the preuching of the Goſpel had been delay d, 
till te Jewiſh Church ſhow's f. ſuddenly embrace it, 
tte Reformation had waited the Approbation 
- of kis Holineſs at Rome, we had never heard either 

| ol the Goſpel or of the Reformation; and there is 

nd Doubt that the A poſtles and Lather in their 


Turns, 2 ith ſack Quetics' as cheſe y 


k che Poe the Jewiſh Prieſts. 
a 5 I ibe Zeul, fr and wee ſpew 
2 our Wort Anceſtors, in fram Arr 
209 Covenants, 2 bore inde 
_— we now reckon no 8 
4 Pools and mad 
can never Ty 
rious Stand made by our) Rs a 
"the Ty of Rome, . eformation which 
2 cans we enjoy ; puff tho the great De- 


Adwike that glo- 


KD the — I'm inclin d to 
8 _ — think 


A — ant ſt 


honeſt * 


— m. The Body of the Jewiſh Church never 


ze Marg, 1 


think theſe were hatch'd out of Ignorance of che 
true Nature of the Re formation; but this I ſuppoſs 
ought to be no Excuſe tor us in defending them. 
Every true Proteſtant will honour the Memory of 
theſe who were Martyrs for the Reformation; and 
if there was any Body that ſuffer'd merely for the 
Covenant, every charitable Man wall think, they 
gave a Demonſtration of their ug by ſhewing 
that what they thought Truth, was dearer to them 
their Lives. But the Miſtakes even of Mar- 
are no Arguments of the Truth of Things. 
Queſt. 24. Does not the inveighing againſt our 
* Covenants gratify the Enemies of our happy Ffta- 
bliſhment, as it does at the- ſame Time grieve the 
Hearts of its beſt Friends? 

Anſ. The Enemies of our happy Eſtabliſhment 
have of late adopted theſe very Principles which de- 
fend our Covenants, and as their Intereſt will be 
moſt effe&ually ruin d by preaching them down, 1 
doubt not but they are as heartily vex'd at it as 

ou are. And as. tor. theſe Friends of our Eſta- 
- bliſhment, whoſc Hearts are griev'd by it, they are 
either ſuch who want only to be better inſtructed, 
and then their Grief wqu'd ceaſe ; or they are ſuch 
who are Friends to ic, for Intereſt and Power, or by 
being born in Scotland, of Parents who favoùt d it, 
and wou'd have been Friends to any other Church 
upon the ſame Terms, if they had been born in 
Turkey, they would have been Friends to Mabomet; 
and it is owing to the mere Accident of their be- 
ing born out of Italy, that they don't damn us e- 
very Year : I hope it is no; Crime to grieve theſe 
Friends. .— „ 

Queſt. 25, Do not they bo are guilty this Way | 

R Jug 


r 


| a Rep roacher of che Reformarion, at leaſt it ought 


* 


18 2 
to he rerton d Matignants, according w_ 
# and Uſe of that Mord? 

Ord Maliguant was us'd to 


| fo tbe "Fes an 


An. 


& to 55 been thus us'd. Now I leave it to your 
= {Hf to judge, who beſt deſerves this Character, they 
uo reſet che Covenants that they may defend the 
= Rcetormarion, or theſe who defend the Covenants, 
which is a real Reproach upon the Reformation, 
s it plainly ſuppoſes, that the only Reaſon ' nd 


we renounc'd the great Pope at Rome, was 


ve might fer up a Number of ſmaller Ones among 


our ſelves: And 1 will venture to affirm, that it 

is impoſſible for any Man of theſe Principles, to 

give a ſatisfying Reaſon, why he ſhould not ſill 
be of the Communion of that Church. | 

© Queſt. 26. What Satisfafim then can a Afi 

fer of the Goſpel of Peace have in propagati 

© all Occaſions an Opinion, which can't miſs to- bs 

aud di vide bis Mother Church, which with Submiſ- 

1 I think were it true, yet word ſerve for all its 
. Uſes, tho” be kept it to bimſelf p 

I may rather ask what Satisfaction can a 


& Miniſter have in advancing Principles, that wou'd 
tim the Goſpel of Peace into a Goſpel of Ambi- 


= tion and Strife, and in propoſing 1 that can 
have no Efficacy in the preſent Caſe, but what 
- wou'd" as reaſonably have put a Stop to the Goſ- 
per idelf? That alſo divided and inflam'd the Jew- 
i Church, and the Reformation inflam'd and di- 
| vided the Church of Rome; but theſe Flames and 
Diviſns. proceeded neither from the Apoſtles, nor 
the Preachers: of the Reformation, but from Romiſſi 
and Jewiſh Prieſts. It is the Nature of Truth to 


L 1 and Diviſions, and not to raiſe them. 


"I 
8 2 


Nes he Opt polcts of: Tech; Atid 


Wis is ulwa 
1 dare ſay, it was not fot this, there word — 
ent Caſt. 


Reaſon > Complaint in the preſc 
le muſt not Gove ror inſtructed in the true * 


of the Reformarion, for Fear of dividing the Church, 
then (with Submiffion I think ) Luther mught ve- ? 
ry reaſonably have kept the Reformation to him- 
ſell. But as Ignorance is not the Foundation 
ot Faith in our Church, . theſe then act very incon- 
ſiſtently with its Principles, who wou'd procure 
Peace to it, by kecp ping Men ignorant of the true 
Reaſons why hey ſhou'd be at Peace with it. If 
a Miniſter ſees that the Defence of our Covenants 
renders the Reformation indetenſible, ought he not 
to inſtru& his People to drop a favourite Doctrine, 
rather than leave them to the Hazard of droping 
the Reformation? And when he pereeives what 
Ravage theſe Covenants have made in the Minds 
of Men, and chat many debuded Biggots make the 
rene wing of chem a tant Petition in their 2 
ers, which is in effect, -* my the Almighty to 
ſend Confuſion and inte theſe Nations, mult 
he ſit ſtill untouck'& at Impicties? Ought he 
not rather to oppoſe Wers and endeavour to 
vent them? Pry now I have finiſh'd this Defence; 

which I undertook, becauſe; I thought iti neerſſa 
and becauſe I knew Mr.-G - = - -3-dard noe We 
any Thing in it appears too violent, I hope you 
will impute it to the Importance of the Matter, 
and to the Deſign I had, of ſhewing you how fat 
die Conſequences of your Principles wow'd go, and 
not to an Intention of making Refle&ions, the ve= 
ry Appearance of which I wou'd have avoided, if 
it had been poſſible. I have not the Vanity to 
think I can convince you, but I hope you WIill par 
2 


| ( 20 Y 
- form that part of your Promiſe to me, N 
made to Mr. G -g) of giving me an Anſwer 


to this, which will cafily come to my Hand, if you 
make it as publick as you did your Queries: And 

as I have not (knowingly-I'm ſure) neglected any 
Thing of rs that lock'd like an Argument, I 
expect the lame Obſervance from you. I am, 


Reverend SIR, 
| 0 Dur moſt bumble Servant. 
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SIR, N | | 
N the National Covenant there are References 
made to ſeveral Acts of Parliament, which e- 
vidence that it contains an Obligation to uſe Force 
and Perſecution againſt all its Oppoſers. In one 
Place, all Magiſtrates, Sheriffs. Cc. are ordained to 
ſearch, apprehend and puniſh all Contraveeners; in 


another Place the King muſt aboliſh all falſc Reli- 


gion, contrary to the Coveyant or Confe//ion of Faith, 


and muſt be careful ro root out of his Empire all 
Hereticks and Enemies to the true Worſhip of God, 
who ſhall be convicted of theſe Crimes by the true 
Kirk of God : Now the true Religion or Worſhip 
of God is elſewhere ſaid to be the Religion by Law 
eſtabliſhed in this Realm, and we all know that the 
eſtabliſhed, Clergy were the true Kirk. This was the 
Tenor of the Coronation Oath, and theſe were the 
Terms of their Allegiance. His Majeſty was to 
detend the true Religion and the true Kitk, that. is, 
he was to allow the Clergy to do what they pleaſ- 
ed, and whoever would not obey then. was a Here- 


tick or a Malignant, and all theſe were to be de- 


ſtroyed. 
I don't love to put the worſt Conſtruction on 
any Man's Actions, and I would gladly excuſe the 
2. SE B 3 | Fra- 


- in Effect depol; 


. 
3 
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1 "IV and Promoters LT the Covenant, by faps | 


Ne e ne 


| tion of the ſame . i | ve? 855 5 
did exetciſt the fame A 411 \the fore- 

going g Heads, which 1 * 94209 to prove. 
Firft, With Reſpect to the Civil ee bey 

© laid the King aſide fem the Exerciſe of his Royal 
wergand: would not fo much as ſuffer him to live N 
one of his own Hauſes with Freedom and Safety, till 
N he ſhould ſwear to ſettle Religion thro? all his Do- 
minions accordin to the Covenant ; that is, they 
wot becauſe he wonld not eon- 
ſent to 4e cvery Man, Who did not belieye in 
the General Mew,” 'of all the Privileges that be- 
| longed to him either 45 SA Sub ect or a beiten 
| 7 2 uld uld not do, 85 855 Ep on; ore 
| has any Right rlecute his Subjects . 
: 27 ws wp 55 ns wh had no Re- 


That will root out Hereticks, and do — Thing 
he commands, have his Favour and A ject ec og, ; 
| 15 W de this he ſometimes depaſes _ 
: and 


> 
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Forty eight: They made Acts of Afſembly againſt 


he ſtill leaves the Management of their own Con- 


6230 „ 
and our Covenant ing Clergy did very near the ſame. 
But, they went yet further, they had twiſted in their 
religious Opinions with the Civil Authority in ſun 
a Way, that all Men who did not embrace he, 
were by the Covenant made puniſhable, aWKKebels 
againſt the Government. In like Manner they 
jumblcd in Religion with every thing that concern- 
ed the State, the making ot Peace and War, the 
Diſpoſal of Civil and Military Offices; all was Reli- 
gion, and the Clergy were the Judges ot that, 
wherefore the Parliament was to do nothing without 
their Conſent. And when they were called upon 
by the Supreme Court in the Nation, to give Rea- 
ſons for their intermeddling in theſe Aflaits, they 
had the Impudence to tell them, That becauſe 7% 
hua and the Congregation of Iſrael, were command- 
ed to go out and in at the Word of Eleazar the 
Pricſt, who had the Urim and Thummim, therefore 
our Armies were to go in and out at the Word of 
the General Aſſembly, who had no Crim and Thum- 
mim, nor any other Means of conſulting God than 
what all other good Men have. And becauſe David } 
made the Teſtimonies of the Lord his Counſellors, 
therefore the Parliament was required to make the 
ſame uſe of the Dictates of the Clergy, which in this 
Caſe were only the Teſtimonies of their Pride. This 
was the Language of cur Covenanters in the Year 


Acts of Parliament, they trampled on the Legillg-.* 


tive Authority, made them ſuffer Penance for what 
they had done in that Capacity, and erected a mote 
exorbitant Power, than was ever claimed by the 


Roman Antichriſt over his Vaſlel States, to whom 


cerns. 


B 4 | 1 oo 
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No Man can uſurp an Aae er the Scrip- -- 
© "tures, but by fixing upon them what meaning he 
1 CO nor upon the Church, but by forcing them 


belizyc tier Meaning. This is what the Pcpe 
bb of it gives ſuch tull Security to his Pride and 
© Power, that his taking the Bible out of the Hands 
of the People ſeems to be an unneceſſary Precaut ion; 
for when humane Penalties are made the Rule of 
Vndetſtanding it, a Man has the uſe of it as little 
as if he had never ſeen it. Now the peculiar Tenets 
of our Clergy were their Senſe of the Scripture, and 
every Man was obliged to receive and ſwear theſe, 
or he was punithed or refuſing. 

As for the Conſciences of Men, no carthly Power 
enn force the inward Motions of the Mind; theſe 
are only ſubject to God. All that the Pope himſelf 

"can do, if they have not Grace to ſufter, is to force 
from them by Puniſhment a Profeſſion of what the 
abhor, whereby the Pride of Men is indeed grati- 
td, but at the ſame Time it affronts and diſho- 
nours God, who is plcaſed only with a reaſonable 
Service. lis plain our Covenanters had no Regard 
0 Conſcience, every Man muſt ſwear, and let his 
Scruples be ever fo conſcientious, they were anſwered 
with Penalties, or a ſham Inſtru&1on limited to a 
certain Time; and if he was not converted againſt 
the Day, he was firſt delivered to Satan, and then 
into the Hands of the Magiſtrate. The Cle 
dee ſſ careful to fortify themſelves in Dark 
pat no Man dared ſpeak, or write, or read 5 
tung that oppoſed their Deſigns ; the very Means 
ol Information were taken away, Coaſt Towns were 
arched, to prevent the Impertation of Books, that 
| the ſmalleſt Fn of Light might not ſhine in upon 
8 their 


it into the Nature of Error, by main 
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their deluded Followers. Was not all this copy'd 


from the Roman Ant ichriſt? — * the 
Power wnich they abjured, an 2 
ee eee e 
abjured? *Tis true Popiſh Punithments a 
in Degree, but this makes no Difference in the 
Thing it (elf ; for it Perſecution may be lawfully 
uſed in Propagating Religion, then the Inquiſition 
is the moſt Chriſtian Method that has been hither- 
to invented, becauſe it has moſt eficctually pro- 
moted Uniſormity and Church Power, which is the 
Deſign of all Perſecution. ,.. | 
I ſee no Reaſon (for my Part) why our Coupe 
nanters ſhou'd have diflolv'd that Unitormity, which 
was eſtabliſhed before the Reformation, and was 
more Univerſal, and better fortify d than the new 
One, which they were erecting. All Europe was 
bleſs'd with a peaceful and uniform Stupidity,” and 
the Clergy enjoy d an uncontroul'd Dominion; and 
if the Covenanters had found no Int in 


their Progreſs, this Nation had very ſoon been re- 


duc'd to the ſame State, beſides that it . litt 
better at firſt. Force is the genuine Method & pro 
pagating Error, but it debaſes Truth, and changes 
it in 
Unrighteouſneſs. Truth when receiv'd for the a- 
voiding of worldly Penalties, has q better Efe& 
upon the Minds of Men than Error; nor can the 
Belief of it in that Caſe, make them better Men 
than if they did not believe oo. or —_ the con- 


trary: And if we can ſuppoſ: 

Man, may be influenc'd in his religion — h—— by 

outward Force, then in ſo far as he is thus influ» 

eur d, his Religion does not deſerve chat "which 
Which 
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n n. by u- 
c vo better than a fall One; and con- 

. that aur Reformation, by a covenanted 


* was little better chan if we had not 
3 4. it adrian, Odds in this 


ledge ou d have 
| ant of nane ion wou d 
Saw fperceded the Motives and Grace of the Goſ- 
a introduc d a barbatous Stupidity, 
ee NMerher af all forc'd' Devotion: The 
—— their Enęmics, and hav- 


vou d have 


1 ons: into Ignorance; and ſo theſe 
blind | v1 mal, their blind Followers, wou'd 
nave bothiallahy into the Ditch tog ether. 
re- and ea He- 
=== 
| — ent 
e the bee undentiogd diam if chere had 
1 ſuch Diviſions; and if I may be permit 
ate make a Conjecture of the Deſigns of Provi- 
hate”: I: eee fe in day Vi, rar nc 
he N aid in wy Writ, that 
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Fooleries, 

kneſs upon the Minds of the beſotted People." -7 

2 — have confider'd this, 1 have! Jonttimes 
thought; Mr the "Miſery" 


we ſuſſerod after hw 
Neſtetarion (from the Fu 


low'd the Example we hed em) was A Niere 
15 theſt Nations, as it pat a find! Period to Naw 


tional Caindntitig, and all des dif Conſequan*s 
cet; * eſpecially as it was f follow d by the late 
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weivies. of Liberty 
Exerc, And I wou'd have it carefully obſerv'd, 
Ethat Principles laid down in theſe Letters, are 
mainly delign'd ro condemn the Practices of for- 
mer Limes, when the Covenants were in Agitati- 
Fen, and can have no bad Effect on this Eſtabliſh- 
went, which I may ſhew perhaps more fully ſome- 


on our preſent Clergy, many of which I know are 
che Intereſt of Liberty, and as they have not 
the Means of Perſccution, 
but if there are any gloomy Spirits among us, 


Opportunity of exerting their Anger and Pride, and 
bringing upon us an Antichriſtian Slavery; I 


ie they may conſider it as directed againſt them- 
What I have ſaid in this, will clear ſome things, 
bat which I only hinted in my former Letter. If you 
it worth while to make a Reply, I hope you 
il not do it by calling me Names, or by making 
err Jeſts, except in a Way of found Reaſoning. 
Ebexpect you will enter into the Merits of the Cauſe, 

and*prove-that the Covenants, as they were mana- 


ped, were either conſiſtent _ with the "Goſpel, with 
| the m 


; of the Reformation, or with the 
| of the State: Or, if they were inconſiſtent 
ich all theſe, and with every thing elſe, except the 
Power and Pride of Church- men, then you muſt 


the 


ed in Reputation, and that it is the Duty 
ple to believe them conſiſtent with all thele ; 
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Laps Revolutien, and the preſent mild Eſtabliſh- -- 
© ment of our Church, which is founded on the Prin- 
„and diſcountenances all religious 


time afterward. Nor do I deſign any Reflection 


they- inyardly abhor 
practiſe Perſecution in Theory, and long tor an 


ein what I have ſaid is applicable to them, and I 


prove that they ought notwithſtanding to be pie- 


that 
is, 
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| * 462, Sc.) and compare them with the Hi 


489 1 
is, you muſt prove that the People ate obliged t 
believe Contradictions, and that it is a Crime ro Þ 
diſcover their Folly, Which if you do, I promiſe 
be as zealous a Covenanter as your ſelf, I am,. 


* 


Vur moſt "humble Servant! 


N B. I have aſſerted nothing here, but what is 
vouched by the Covenant itſelf, and the Acts of * 
Aſſembly from the Year 1638 to the Year 1649, 
printed in the Year 16823 and I deſire any Man 
who wants to be ſatisfied of my Fidelity, to look a 
the following Pages, (51. 59, 60, 119, 120, 16 
192, 193, 220, 224, 354, 355, 367, 374, 3766] 
377, 378, 390, 398, 401, 492, 403, 40% 4604 


ry of that Time. 
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HE Jeu. ae the 
Her Scene; e them Jaw ths eo 
Eons bf the World, he modeif d their Civil State, 

epoisted their Judirial Laws by an immediate 
bdecauſe they were ef a ſtubborn Diſpoſiti- 
chem a Religion ſuitable to it, a Rett> - 


with their Civil Conſtitution, and made a Con- 
dition dhe Land r nan: No 
1 
thout'obſcrulng it ; ie w nette by Puniſh- 
0 de Anfifted by the * — 1 


of it & PROT 
Fog * 


Mich other Nations. 
| . 
ligion, or Xin propely ſo M "Which was © 


lar to- the F 


it was with us, with this Difference, that 
a clearer Revelation. It was not the Re- 
ol the Fewiſh Nation, but of particular Men 
n ves ic lbje ro the Cognizanc "Gin 
| 8 * 


mon of external Ceremonies, which was ingorporat- 


voy For eo of rhe eib State 


ws tans fin do oc 4A toes en A en. cm e £m. ai... im n=uw ueAeAeH# mo. DTvH HT. - a a-e 


by theſe Ceremonies, was the fame with 


W ot fe 


venant, all the Inhabitantsot "Feruſalem 


| 125 N a 
r Mare: en K. erde. | 
mane P.nalcies then, Nr — 


This Obſervation will lead us to 2 
Judgment of rhe Nature ef the etui Covendiits, 
which were made fer the" Retormation of Rag, 
Senſe of it, but of that — 


which was Polirical and C:remonial, The Cove * 


— a A Al which Words ith imply 
pro, ervance of the — W ; | 
cauſed all that were preſent to 5 his" Ones. 
tant, and — — Lond their Gad4) 
that is, he them to adhere to what 2 
promiſed, namely, to the external Seryice of God 
commanded in the Law. No other ood beeffeted- 


by Fofiab, he cd os rw , 


make them i Religious; be had dee the 
Power of diſpe Divine Grace. Ie oed 
have done this, theit Obedience had not terminat - 
ed wich his Reien; all his Days they departed nd 
from following the Lord; but in the ſuccreding bad 
Reigns theſꝭ ſame Men departed from it E 
g e LForhl Feſiah they performed ift 


ing to the Coyenant of God. Which is a Demon 
ſtration that the Deſign of this Covenant was only a 
Political Reformation, and that the Duties there 
> were only externa. 
ing Aſa gathered all ſudah and Benzemi ths 
git en. and they entred into a Covenant 
ro ſtet the Lord God of their Fathers, with all « 
their Heart and with an their Sout ; chat wierd 


+ 2 Chron gt. Fs 32, 3% bd! 16. 4 


a chos 4 


80 Death, werber Man or "Woman. The Phraſe to 
Jeck the Lord God with all their Heart and Soul, 
- Can import no more in this Place, but that they 
pere fully determined to obſerve the Me/aical Law, 
and rm the external Service therein required 
with a ſcrupulous Exactneſs. It cannot be meant of 
that inward Service, which was typified in the 


Law; if every Man and Woman had been put to 


Deach, who did not ſerve God in this Senſe, the 
far greater Part of the Congregation. had been de- 
roy d; But they could not do this; for the Want 
do in ward Sincericy, which is the F fle& of Gr 
© had no civil Puniſhments annexed to it in the Fewyb 
E Law, nor could theſe have been executed, becauſe 
E they could not ſce into one another's Hearts. All 
the People of Fudab performed this Covenant, they 
fought-the Lord with their whole Deſire; but they 
Were not all ſincerely good, they were not at all in 
a State of Salvation; there were certainly ſome bad 
Men among them yet theſe performed the. Covenant 


well as the others, which ſhews that it only 


bound them to be hearty in the external Service of 
© God : Upon this the Lord was found. of them and 
E gave them: reſt round about, which was a Promiſe. 
- made by him to che external Obſcrvance of their 
IEA. ini: oa. 
Afr the Captivity Ezra made a Oovenant | for 


© reforming an Abuſe of one of theit judicial Laws, 
| ancnt ing ſtrange Wives. The Deſign of He- 
gebs Covenant || was to turn away the feirce 


Wrath of God, whereby their Fathers had fallen 


"by the Sword, and their Sons, Wives and Daugh⸗ 


| ers were in Captivity, which proves it to have relat- 
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| Vational Religion, not to be engroſſal vie a 
© TTY 5 r 


vere of this Rind wil ident ve, do an 
Man who conſiders the Nature f that Dilpenſation. * 
They ſeem to be civil Acts of Indemnity; 72 ce 
remonial Law was engroſs d with the civil Law of. 
the Jes che Neglect of it was 4 Forfcicure. of their 
civil Privileges, which they generally fell into, dur- 
ing the Reigns of their bad, Rings; and therefore 
their godd Kings, when they relaxed the Puniſument. 
they did it. on Condition of their giving Security 
upgn Oath; ſo their obſerving it in Iime coming, 
and heya commonly called together for this 
End; theſe who reſuſed chis. Condition, or were ex- 
cludeti from the Benefit of it, the Laws were put 
in Execution againſt them, of which we have fome 
Inſtancez in the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament. 
Nothing of all this may be lawfully imitated by 
Chtiſtians. with reſpect to their Religion, which will 
be maniſeſt, by comparing it with the Religion of 
the Jes, from which it differs in all theſe Points, 
which made National Covenanting the Duty of 
that People. One great Deſign ot the ceremonial 
Lau, was to preſerve them ſeparate from other Na- 
tions ; for this End it was made their National Re- 
ligion, that is, it was taken into their National 
Conſtitution, made a Condition of enjoying their. I 
civil Privileges, and fortify'd by civil Laws, to be 
put in Execution by the Magiſtrate, who was au- 
thored thereunto by a particular Command of 
God. But, the Chriſtian Religion is no Badge of 
ift inction of one Nation from another. It was de- 
ſigned ſor Men of all Nations but; not to be a 


* — 
n ee 
| of /any civil State. 
\hak which: BD not of this! World, 
Net and Pumſhments are of the ſame Nature” 

| ar'> "the Princes ef this World are not en- 
ick the Exccttion of its Laws, nor have 

| 272 "Divine Command to juſtify them in = 
- een by Laws and Penalties'of ä 

cen of this Nature commited by — 
F IS an 180 of Viſa abt ee an Act 
:; = "which" they hape ho! Authority by Virtue | of 
& their Office ; for 4 Nagiſtrate can have no Powers 
| but Fac be day 1 from the ny wx of his 
I every Man's Religion inſeparable 
F -Gom Himſelf, Subje Se no Piece! en Th 
| Relipion to the Magiſtrate : And wien M 
rates have aſſumed this Power, on Pretence Sep- 
making the Intereſts of Religion, it has had a very 
Brig Fe, „and in moſt Nen ae 

; in d much that in m 1 

d prastis“u, there e one leſt of the! 
| Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, and that venerable Name 
iS only retained to countenarice the moſt abominable 
3 > 80 ſucceſsful has the pretended Favour of 
been in ruming Chriſtianity, -beysnd what 
den declared Enmity could ever do,” under which 
© Rt Always. flouriſhed” and gained Ground. And 
Ae ingdoms where the Caſe has not been 
Aire o bad; what Adv 2 has true Religion 
| received. by theſe Mcth The peculiar 'Teners, 


of one .of Chriſtians bave been promoted in 
to other Sects; the favourite Notions ol 


ö Oppoſiti 

I 4 Court; or a dominecring Clergy, have been forced' 

| upon Men civil Puniſhments; Conſcience has! - 
| been viola in behalf of Religion, Oppreſon 


Mt 
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But, when it is app! 
more outward —— Frofeſſion, which S 


The Chriſtian 


is the Worſhip 
The Jews) enſcltes never dream 


' Covenatits; e the National Co) 4 
of -Chriſtians.can be no Imitation of theirs i in this 


Religion, either in this or in any other Seng 
From what has been ſaid, we may eaſily; deter- 


1 | | C 3 thi 


recommended as the £5 of God, and: Birterneſs 
of Spirit, and implicable Hatred have been ſanctiſied 


by che Name of Teal for the Goſpel. '- Religion may 


indeed ſubſiſt for ſome Time, in a wounded Condi- 


tion, amidſt all this Confuſion; but the ſmalleſt 
Attempts to promote it this Way, lay a Foundati- 
on for its utter Deſtruction, and in 45 End will 


accompliſhi it, and in the mean time juſtiſy all the 


Barbarities that have been acted on this Account, 
id as reaſonable to burn a Man; as to fine 
him, in order to make him a Chriſtian. 
National Covenanting can have no other Effect, 
but the external Compliance of that Nation where 
=> iſcd, with that Religion to which it is 
apply d. An external Compliance with the Law of 
Fan WAS. 5 to the Fews, it had 
many temporal Promiſes annexed to it, particularly 
that of a peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan; | 
and being their National Religion, National Cove- 7 

nanting was a very r. Method for pre + 
2 to Chriſtianity, it ei | 


ruins'or endangers. it, and at beſt only p romote 


ter has no Bleſſing,cotailed upon it in the Gol] 
Relig 10 f. ſpiritual N 
God in Spirit 4 wh. 
d that. Re gion 
in this Senſe conld be promoted by their;Natzonal 


Senſe, and ye have na Command in the Ney Te- 
ſtament, them as Means of Promoting 


* 


mine what Sent iments we ↄught ta entertain 


| ur National EA. Se f weh was ſometime ago, 


| impoſed upon this Kingdom, by the Men who at 
that Tine be had the Power in Church and State. It 
Was deſigned to eſtabliſh a National Religion, a 
Religion guarded by penal Statutes and Acts of 
Parliament, to a Multitude of which it refers, and 
"was in all Reſpects an exact Imitation of the Fewiſb 
Covenants. But this is ſo far from juſtify ing it, 
that for this very Reaſon it is condemned, as in- 
conſiſtent wich the Nature and Deſign of the Goſ- 
pel, and with the Principles of civil Government, in 
;Felſpe& of which, it was T yranny, or the Exerciſe of 
Power without Right. But it is ſaid that this Na- 
tional Covenant was neceſſary for the Reformation 
"of Religion; and becauſe this is a very Popular Pre- 
tence, I ſhall conſider it particularly. 
1. It cou d not be neceſſary for a Reformation of 
the Chriſtian Religion, which can only be promot- 
ed by Methods conſiſtent with itſelf, "ad not by 
ſuch as are a Contradiction to it, as this i is already 
*prov'd. to have been. 
2. The Reformation, for which "his Covenant i is 
ſaid to be neceſſary, was a Reformation from Pope- 
ry, Which is a Heap of ſuch glaring Abſurdities, 
as wou d never have been received or retained a- 
mong Men, with any general Conſent, without the 
Support of National Laws, and National Penalties: 
This Covenant therefore, which was founded upon, 
and promoted by the like Laws and Penalties, was 
not a Reformation from Popery, but a Continuati- 
on of the old Power in different Hands: Ihe Su- 
was indeed thrown down, but the Foun- 


dation of all that Corru fill - remained, upon 
which it might have been calily built * or 


* 11 
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3. If Men in Power yg Right to eſtabliſh 
Religion by National Laws, and National Penal- 
ties (and they muſt have this Right, if our Na- 
tional Covenant was lawful) then there will be an 
End of all Reformation, except what is authoriſed. 
by theſe Rulers or Men in Power, and particularly 
our Reformation, which was made in Oppoſition 
to Authority, muſt be unlawtul upon this Suppo- 
ſition: For, if our Rulers in the Time of the Co- 
venant had a Right to command and force the Na- 
tion to embrace Presbytery, our Rulers at the Re- 
formation had the ſame Right to command and 
ſorce them to retain Popery; and a Right to com- 
mand, and the Duty of Submiſſion being reciprocal, 
if it was the Duty of the Nation to ſubmit to Preſ- 
b in the one Caſe, it was likewiſe their Duty 
to ſubmit to 1 in the other Caſe; ſo that 


this Covenant is ſo far from being neceſſary ſor Re- 


formation, that every Step taken in it condemns 
the Reformation, and charges our Reformers with 
the Guilt of Rebellion, and Oppoſition: to lawful | 
Authority, But, „ 
4. Authority in this Caſe is not lawful. No Man 
can have a Power over the Religion of another 


Man, and when any Man aſſumes this Power, he 


commits an Act of Violence, and gives that other 
Man a Right of Defence againſt him, every Man 
having a Right to defend that, which no has 
a Right to take from him. When a Reformation 
of Religion is already begun, and has got ſome 
Footing, if the Profeſſors of that Religion, from 
which the Reformation is made, deny the Reform- 
ed the free Exerciſe of their Religion, and endea- 
your by War, or other Methods of Violence, to 
1 ie 


3 7 
bing 1 back to the old Nate In chat Caſe, | 
2 Defence of that Reformation becomes neceſſary, 

= "and it is lawfal to return Violence with Violence. 
E This Neceſſity of Defence ariſes from the unjuſt 
Violence uſed by the Enemies of Reformation, and 
not from the Nature of the Reformation: itſetf, which 
might otherwiſe be carry'd. on without it, and the 
| Deſign of it is, not ro promote or propagate Re- 
| formation, but to 22 that which Is already 
made. 

5. When a Bitch; of Religion is "undertakeri 
upon juſt Grounds, a Mifcarriage in it being of 
dangerous Conſequence, it may be expedient. and 
E neceſſary for theſe who are are engag d in it, to have 
Security of cach other's Fidelity; ſor this En 
E they may lawfully enter into an Aſſociation, t 
ſupport and affiſt one another in this Defence, You - 
may call this a Covenant H you pleaſe, (Thave no 
Quartet at the Word, when it is uſed in a good 
Senſe) but it is a Civil Covenant. Religion is de- 
ended in the ſame Way, and for the ſame Rea- 
ſons, that the other Rights of Mankind are defend- 
ed: Aſſociations tor deferiding theſe Rights are, 
or ought to be, of the ſame Nature in all Caſes ; 
the Action to which they bind is hoſtile *Defence, 
which is a Civil Action, and not an Ecclefiaſtical 
bor Religious one. It is not the Action of a Church, 
or a Worſhiping Aſſembly, which has nothing to 
do with War 5 Arms, but of Men in Civil So- 
F. tiety, or of Men aſſociated for mutual Protection, 


The Covenants, or Bonds entred into by our Re- 
formers before the Year 1560 were of this Kind; 
they were Civil Aſſociations, for defending them- 
ſejves i in the Profeſſion and free Exerciſe of Ke 
Cw. 


A al Creed was not known, - 
25 CEE This L did upon the 1 Buy, of 


Sir Peter Kang 
whether this is a Miſtake or not; becauſe 
the plain 
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, who has enqured, into the Tran- 
ſactions of that Time, with an Accura cy, beyond 
any Man I know, Bur it is the lame Ne 115 me 
o 
not for what End Creeds and — are 
brought into this Contrdbetly unleſs it be to per- 
plex it. For this Reaſen T yd the- Conſideration 
1 them, and © E very blunt — — 2 
ight h en ſomce le - 
on to pai je rally; Them. But 
eaning of that Anßwer is this, Since 
* you think Uftre" * Difference betwixt 
National Covenant ons of Faith, and 
_ jp TNarionalCovenanting 1s plainly — what will 
« you make of the other? £ That is, you muſt own 
ons are unlawful. Not that I think 
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ati'Cpuvi&ian” A*Man's chang ging his Religion 
he does his Clothes, may bring him for ſome T Y 
e 100 K ide "Ke joins," 
give e u a ſettild mation 
Me And” to be ſure, w much 
arity Val Reaſqh, any Society d y - of Men" 
may e their. Opinion, and 0 far be them by 
the Ward of God, as to exchude*all. other Doc 
ttines and the Favouters of them ſtom being of 
their Body or Commudlon, which Is all 1 mean 
by the fiſt Query. "If T have a natural and Inhe-' 1 
rent Right eg by a Divine Precept to at 


all-T'vings, and bt Yap n that which” is 'G 
when in XA Uſe of proper Means T'come 7 5 
confirmed in a certain Scheme of Religion, w ; 
Ke agreeable to the Hy Ker, may I not 
per- 
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They 0 ee ee, and ex- 
55 ihe Matter throughly.* Bur' 1fthey are ſtill 
convinced that hor Vo are in che Rigktil hey are cer 
ip bound to perfiſt in their ghts; on- 
they. ought to © _ poſe modeſtly} and mind what 
the Apoſtle ſays, % Fab, babe it to thy 
. They Moch sia flow well the I. 
nee "of Order "and a and whether: their 
Opinion, if true, Is worth the Noiſe that may be 
mace bs it, or the Diſorders that may "follow 
If theſe Thing: 
0 ty be our Covenants might dre ſyen dor- 
mant in our” Books, till they had « undergone? the - 
common Fate of all humane Tranſactiens. But 
ſince their Reſt is 1 diſturbed, I have 
A great mind to uſe my low Intereſt and Talents, 
0 ptocure them Civil Uſage; and I donht vot of 
"rhe Concurreſice of alf the true Sons of the Church. 
8 Iis a little lurptifing Lon, to think how: this 
Argument falls tõ my Share; yet 1 muſt ſayg nt 
would raiſe the Spirits and Indignacion of a cooler | 
Conſtitution than mine yet is, to hear one of "the | 
» valuable Branches of ou,ůj̃ Reformation harangutd 
f 2 iy 5 {eribled againſt by Men ol our own Commit 
ons fs 
| However I hayeno further: Deſign juſt now, * 
b 


to conſider the Eaywfulneſs of National Covenantiug 
for Reformation. As to the bit ding Obligation 
out Coyenants (as ſuch) upon Poſterity, Aich ſome 
other Formalities about the laſt of them, I ſhall 
leave to a hearty Covenanter, juſt nom writing U- 
achat Subject, who I dare fay, will be. ſurpriſed 
to find me ſo far on his Side of the Queſtion.”  »+ 
Ik I miſtake it not, this Con y will be new 
among e Men in Scotland: "For "—_— 


4 ” ns hy : L 


had been duly adverted 


GS 


- 3 
Bene of our Covenants h have attacked their Mat- 


xp and Form; yet they have always own d the 
Lau fulneſs as "fs Covenanting in General. 
N now we have got a Set of Men, who, it ſeems, 
” Have a Mind to go roundly to Work, by ſapping 

— nies nets eons 
| ay | of oing ; yet ppen to 
Ain the main their oun Friends in the 
Iſſue lei ben e Thapks for. their bold At- 


\Cemapts, - 

{> hall lay bee them very an Si L take 
| wiv Soak of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church 
au Matter, and if that does not cogrings them, 
Ast leaye chem where I fo os en | 

afin. Witk Reſpect to the Church, I 1 find 
* them trequently-Covenanting, tg promote Reforma- 
5 my. Surveyer 3 8 ſo mA — 9 

are renewing cnant e 

rakes, ance they viſibly . do it by the Lump 
and in Groſs, ag Body and Society of Men un- 
er one Law: Neither do L expect 
the fame Account of theſe. ;Covenants, which the 
Author of the Marrow, of Modern Divinity does 

ol the Sinai Diſpenſation, that they were new Ed- 
*ditions of the Covenant of Works; but that rather 
el allow (xchich is all I ask of him) that they 
de were publick Deeds, W their Adherence to 

Ahe Service of he Livin True God. Every 


Body 2 ewiſh Hiſtory muſt o.], 


lat — were diſtinguiihed from all other Nations, 
by a Tagin of ſurpriſing, and ſometimes. ;-iraculous 
| | Providences, 8 frequently made hüt in- 
different n et when, by the Grace of 
od, they came to get a Senſe of their Sins, we 


NG "them, hah th wk State of en Cd © 


that he'll make 


en ieren 


8 


* 


making the moſt alle 3 Aae 


ments imaginable, arid ſeldom — 2 with thoſe 
to join as folemn Covenants for Reformation, which 
one wou d think was but both natural and rea- 
ſonable, conſidering how kind God had been to 
them; and that there is no puniſhing or rewarding 
Societies of Men as ſuch in another World. Bur 
more eſpecially when they were bound to it, by the 
firſt Commandment, which I reckon., not only, re- 
quires private Men, but likewiſe all the 
tions and Societies of the World to know and ace. 
knowledge God, to be the true God, ene 
and to e bim accordingly. What then ean b 
e e ee 
criptions. to ] o 
geil for Nen in, Pablic e : 
ſcribe: their private Sentiments, when. they: e 
led to it, for honouring God, and ſecuring Gl Ae 
ligion? Don't we — all Bodies of — gomgito- 
gether and aſſerting their common Rights, When 
they think them infring ed? And ſhall Chriſtian So- 
cieties only want Fry Privilege? Wou'd not this 
for eyer bring them under the Power and Manage- 
mens of the Civil Government, and at Length pers 
haps. extinguiſn the Difference betwixt Articles f 
Faith and Acts of Parliament. 
I kde Jewilh: Covenants I named in Sch Query; 
you have 2 1 5 17. 2 (Frou. xv. 12. xxl 
10. xxxiy. 3. In the firſt Text tis ſaid, That 7e 
OE REES between the Lord and the. 
King, and the ae that they ſbould be the Lord's 
People. Which was y,no more than what 
op by virtue of the firſt 


5 Ea. 
them. in 3 a, Nation. Capacity z and 


7585 


New 0 
+ * 1 0 


eee yet, to diſpute the 
Morality or binding Obligation of the — 
And that this Covenant, in all its Solem nitics, 
vas compleat and concluded, when they vouched, 
tis called In the Parallel Texts, the Lord to be 
bir God. 25 1 in the ſame 
Verſe, 92 1 Jeboiada mad à Covenant alſo 
between the lo and the People; that is, as all 
Commentatots/6wn; a Civil Covenant, whereby the 
King engaged himſelf to rule them juſtly and in 
the” Fear of "God, and the People obliged them- 
| ſhes ts defend ant®'obey him, *as they did, 2 Sam. 
z. Now I reckon it us by virtue of this Civil 
=. Tranſadtion between the K ing und the People that 
Aus Pricſts, and other obſtinate Idolaters were 
Filed, and not any facted Covenant, as my 
| | Fiend inadvertently, I dare fa TRE And that 
which convincerh mie, that I have hit right, in ac- 
Eounting for theſe Jewiſh Practices is, chat I find 
Law given to that People, Dent. vii. 2. even be- 
dere they enter d Canaan, whereby they were oblig- 
A utterly to deſtro che Enemies of their Religion, 
Which no doubt laid the Foundation, and was the 
* Rule of their | After-managements. This I on 
Vas p to the Jewiſh State, and ought never 
to be imitated by any Church, without a new Re- 
yelation from Heaven. Yet as every unbyaſſed 
Peron muſt ſee that theſe cinch alnery Jewiſh/ 
ae were no Parts of their National Coyes 
nant”; ſo. they can never hinder them from —b 
imitated in cheir natural and moral Conſtituti 
wile we ſhould | have but Uetle — for 4 
that no Body may See Medeke 
the Jewiſh! _ in * 2 — 


ES rather 


— 


« 
the lier that theiridoing ſo was no 


Inheritance, withourany Thing like Blood - ſhed a- Y 


the next v. this Covenant was write in the Book 


* N 7 


47 y , 


National Covenanting, I ſhall a lirtle conſider thas 
famous One of them we have recorded eh xv 
where among other Things, we diſtinctly ſee every 


Man (as the Text ſays) going Home to his om 


mong them: For Jaſbua ha in the 14 v. en. 
Thotted the Ifraelites to — which 
I take, by what followed: upon it, to be cquiyalent 
to National Covenanting ; he tells them, that he 
and his Family were reſolved to go before them in 
this ſolemn Duty; and from one Thing to ang- 
ther, we find che whole Community are engaged: 
And ſo tis ſaid, v. 25. Joſbua made a Covenant 
-with the People tbat Day, and ſet them a KH. 
tute and an'Oramance in Shechem'; that is, as tis 
commonly underſtood, Tau eſtabliſhed this Co- 
venant with the People, to bind them and their 
Poſterity to God for ever, as his Statutes and Or- 
dinances naturally do. And further, you fee in 


5 | 


of God's Law that was put in the Ark, and a | 
Stone | ſet up where it was made, to keep it in 
Memory ro) all Generations; and probably, as ſome 
med ſay, the Covenant it ——_— 
ven on this Monument, as was then uf | 
-which tho' we cannot now to our Anti- 
oovenanters, yet, bleſſed be God, the Book is to. 
the Fore, where we have this and the other Jews 


ih Covenants honourably mentioned, as being gone 


into with Divine tion, and recommended 
for Imitation to la 'Poſtertty. And no We 5 
„ Theocrdey, yet the general a of 
N | a. 


Saar u emal te ſame 5: an 


Men 
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g. ey as well ſay, we are not reuſonable d- 
oe Creatures; as to tell us, we have not Power 
1 — our Religion by Contrad or Covenant, 


© om” it is in Danger. 9 
© Beſides, theſe Jewiſh Covenants gone into for Re- 


ation, which plainly 
"the: the Obſerrance of rhe Cetrmonial Law vas 


Ae fr wks I e has 1, 3. 
. viii. 20. Ja. xliv. 5. err 


*. 2 held. -2 —— obo 
il dot allow theſe Prophecics to have had ſome 


Patr of their Accompliſnment in moſt of che Fro- 


redes by der Way-of rorming de 
| ” Trane ined the more copiouſſy npon. 


-thic 
iſh ere een Story no 


their being law 
this Home, I hope 


h Agitation, turns much 
Fat and 'imitable; and to 


Ait will be bitlariveds that the Maccabees un detſlood 


the Fewiſb Conſtitution, at leaſt as well as ſome of 


Vu modern Divines do. Now it we happen to find 
ö copying over the Fewiſh National 12 — 
dt will make a tolerable cow = "lg that they un- 
Uerſtood them, as being origi 
Mitation; and to make this 
Beck to trouble my Friend with the 2 
arch of my Apocryphal Reading 
D "Every Bod: Knows, -char rhe Jowr — 


deſigned for I- 
I'll uſe the Free- 


See of Kings of Babylon: by the qniate 


3 ueſt which NebuchadneZar made of that: Na- 
Hori; and 


and that from one Hand to anothern! 
dee Share W 25 


— — 
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Lives I 
Text exp 23 v. 8 — 
2 5 Hor more fully, Page 315. And tho” 
. 
But, does not wake Proof of che 


© 4 0 15 5 34% ah Reg 


ment 4 convincing, Th 
| rent fot th 


| 508 

ee ee 
at the ſecond Hand, MT dead my 
ind the rather that 72 

EY in Primitive Hiſtory, 
imſelf Seide 110 ks: n rp 
he tells m ach 

. 928 the. ne | 


olical. "Creed wi As Hor 
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plainly he ſaw 1 


ien to Heatcherüfm, Bur 
Sets and oo which 
ic wrote to the [tic | 
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4.6 a Biſhops were ſatisfied with its Or- 
ay 15 880 Gnu With Hir 1 
indeed 5 ſome ſuch Cement AS this, which 
looks like Covenanting, tis not imagi 
how the Chriſtian Church could have lebe 0 
matiy criiel Petſecutions. That all the Fathers in 
thi Pureſt Ages of the Church confirmed their Pro- 
ſelytes, by bringing thetn under folemn Vows and 
Engagements, even before the Congregation, to 1 
hte unto the Profelſion and Practice of 7 
ry, is as certain as any Thing of that [9 rn be 
Ti tullian; 1 am told, calls the Apoſtles Creed, the 
 immoveable and unreformable Bond of Faith. 
Augu one Ep. ad Dardamum] calls it, The Rule 
7 7 Get and Smal | Baronius ſays, tis 
116 Hale e firuFurs ecclefiaſti cœ. And as 
the only Creed i in which all the Churches of tha 
wand fe, ſo in moſt of them it is * | 


profeſt ag fwotn to even to this every Day. 
my Friend, by his Principle, cannot 1 5 


in 
ode with Cteeds, ſo thi Article of ours about 


the Comiitiion of Saints, I dare ſay; does. not go ſo 
welt down. With Nw of c 41 84 as it 15 explained 


r the old 5 ah which OT 


* much for A Creed. But now that I have ve SE, 
RA ers, where few of my Acquai 
801 & ts d me, it I ſhall 1 it a ert 
than Chiiſtianity" it ſelf became , the kg 
ahthotited Religion of the Roman 398 by ſome⸗ 


Wit like, Nati Corenanting, my Surveyer 
it reckoh I am improving in Church Hi- 


"ine at if abr Rite" pant ind Dan 


: himfelf is (aid to have had a principal Share. 


once in m ime, I did, from a much Body of 
Men, with hem I had been charitably claiſed, I 
| come now, to conſider the Sentiments of our firſt Re- 
folders, anent National Covenanting. And theſe 
+ will caſily appeat from their Tranſa&ions at E diu 
| 5 December 3d, 1557. Perth, May laſt, 1559 


lemn Reſolve, to adhere to and defend their Reli 
on till they got Conſtantine informed of their 


—_ A» 5 
| had given out _ kak Edids at Milan, hy which the 


Chriſtians had full Liberty, both for their Belief and 


Worſhip, Licinius being ſtill an Enemy to that 


en fn his Heart, began in the Tear 319 to 


perſecute theChriſtians, and from one Thing to ano- 
ther committed the utmoſt Cruelty and B 


among them. Whercupon the Biſhops of the 


(that is, Licittius's own Subjects ) need 3 into a gr 7 


ſtreſs, and d for their Relief. When this 
was repreſente to Conſtantine, he was much afſec- 
ted with it, ſays Huſebius de vita Conft. and reſol- 
ved to help the oppreſſed, thinking it a pious and Gs 
holy Action, to ſave a Multitude, by ne 


ons treacherous Perſon, tho a Collegue 


ther-in-Law; and his engaging in this War | 
| Licjnius, was by the whole Eaſtern Church, - 
ed to an pamediite Condu& of Divine Provt- 


1 dence: It ended — pily for Chriſtianity, and a 


Fable ment through the whole 


i i a 355 

[ & when Conftaytine called the firſt geveral , 
3 e to meet at Nice. anno 325, they were fo far 
= from -quartelling the Lawfulneſs of the Eaſtern 
Des cher they bleſtGod for theSucceſs it had, and 
enterrained Ciofantine with Panegyricks full of high, 


es and Commendations, in which Euſebis 


8 Having thus wreſtled out among the Fathers, as *I 


Leith 
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ros Fr ey 


G H 


—_ a 
O- - 
C i 


„ a... 


0 LOOP bt 


EW 


nants were only civil Alliances made 
Plainly they were ſuch Pieces of R 


had never urged any Doctrine or Practice in the Kirk, 


1 
Leith, April 12th, 1560. and Ar, Gegen * 


1552. In all. which their. Duty (as they ſay) 


well conſidered by them, and the Commands 


of God for Reformation, they in the moſt ſolemn 
Manner, before God and the egati 
miſed to maintain the Preaching of the Holy Evan- 
a gh, 5 and Miniſters tliereof, againſt all Perſons who 


on, pro- 


poſe the Doctrine by them received. Now 
that theſe were religious Covenants, gone into for 
Reformation, my Sutveyer himſelf will own, when 
the Hiſtory of theſe Times comes to his Hands; 
which I with he had ſcen, before he made his Re 


marks on the Queries; and then I am ſure he would 


not have ſo much as inſinuated that theſe Cove- 
Papiſts. 
nation, as 
had been made in France, Germany, che Low Coun- 
tries Helvetia, Piedmont, and other, Proteſtant 
Churches, after whom out Refchmert 6 pied. Knox 
himſelf tell us frequently through his Book, that he 


bur what had been recommended to him by the ablelt 
and moſt Orthodox Divines in the World And. 
with reſpect to the Lawfulneſs of National 9 


nanting, Theodora BeZa, being informed by 


*Knox, that the Court had a Mind to 0 in 1. 5 
Thops, directs a Letter to him from Geneva Aprit 

12th 1572, which is extent amon Epiſtles, in 
-which, © He bleſſes God, that tlie Nl of Scotland, 
* 2 the. ure Religion and gocd Order, And, 
. N. B Band to bold faſt the Dogrine, and 
C6 beſeeck h him and his Neben, Ae to 
4 hold Alt theſe Iwo ; for lays he, if the, one be 
. 0 the ther cannot continue lang. Caldergword's 1 
4 Page 37. This Advice of the famous BeZa, 
p D 3 . r Has 


ew that of our Reformer 
bot tte odds I find in "Marker Pays. 
S About 6or 7 


= ef 
_ - 1; % * \ 


ow me one Orthodox Divine f 


- 


1 


has 
me 
thelr 


701 oh other Occaſions, and yer now., 
di * re . 1 ſacred Bayds, x, wh A 


ly Script res, our Religion 
— Le f in 57 reat Meaſure 155 preſerves. 


But the moſt unmannerly Part of my Friend's 


ſwer to the 14 Ol is his ſaying that our h a 
Reformers did not inderfand their own Principles. 
Yet Tam hopeful, he will rake his Word again, 
when finds our Reformation from Pogery was not 


managed, BY Mrs. Fo. Rough, Craig, and 


But that the whole Body of the Proteſtant 5 - 
ſtry, with the far wo 4d kgowing Part ihe 
Nobility,” Gentry, and Commong concurred in its 
Settlement, many of whom were as learned Men, as 
haye ever firice appeared in the World. Sq that it is 


not Kad, to give it no wore Name, to {a t 
our Reformers did not underſtand 75 ED Nl 


Lothers, to 


Aples. And I dely my Surve) FE, ap 


ed, in the Chutch'of ScorZand, ſince 5 Reformatiag, 


| Who have denicd the Layfulr Ir, of Natiqnal Covs- 


Farms till be himſelf, ith ſome few. others, 155 
happlly if pal 2 2 enlighren\ this 15 55 AF. 
NE 


Tears ago,they were repreſented to me, 
ee ST bs 22 very next 
bs doth ty : And 
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2 . 1 "oe 


but an indifferent Effect, Im 
ike p my who, 1 8 ; 


25 nox, 8 &c. Hard Names for an Ant jcovenamer.; 3} 
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Err 


(4555) 
Refoymers coming , iel N. 


lg h 
o Pers a Diplo he e 


ſurpriing; per, at "the 
05 e non 


ride and — 195 8 Kee Pins 12 , 
mong t rb of 1 Roms end fg 
2 ep hay leit. And if 11 
ay Hag le like FH 8 e 5 
partly in Js and as mgch: . - 
neſt, that his Principles, as they now-ſtand,. ſeem to 


for 


I know, where he might not. only 
ſome 'Time among the Independents, 75 e 3 
with little Obſeryation the ſeveral lies of the 
Sectarians, till at length he had wu among the Pre- 


* 


aAdamites, where I found .. 


I declare ingerwoully, 1 11 2 de know 
my Surveyer's Principles; do not believe that ; 
a true Proteſtant of any Denomination, would te 

at the Rate he docs, where he ſays, pur Coven 

are a real Reproach upon the R eformation,q 
ad better lyen till under Popiſh Dar tu 
latry, thay to have reformed. as we did. 
of ſpeaking, I muſt ſay, looks myicki fitter 
Room, than to come abroad in a Proteltang, Ge 
try. But that which makes this WIA of Jong 
moxe intolerable, is, that this Set of Men, we hae 
now, got among us, not only uſe. the. 1 10 
miſeal our Covenants, but lkeyilemhen we tell | 
modaſily, that this is ee AY RY 


0 2 
Ke, ek anc 2255 of ſpeak ing runs 
thro? both 
It, to 


1 have got, an J they Nandi turn 
that eren my Oteries Which 
5 were delig en for* 2 — Uk reckoned an 
> Effe& of this ſuppoſed Uſurpation : But what kind 
| ofConſcicni&s thoſe are, that are ſo abſolutely indepen 
| 87 they Will not ſubmit to any Regulation, 
8 le 27 Imp 8 5 
| a „is wha rage uma e wou'd 
1 f to Hin, ook or eber e es, 
| 7 p moting the 45 by — — 
of the Land if the Laws of the Land could 
reach thi Men no otherwiſe, than that the Acts 
{ of Aſſembly ſeem to do; 1 reckon few would in- 


dcline to give 855 above · fx Months Truſt, - 
i: But 1 go any. further, in calm Blood, 1 
| would p- =o or three Queſtions tor Fricad's 


[ i, War in « whine Duty upon thr firſt Re- 
if u 10 ahjurt Popery, and to endeavour by all 
= * Mae a 4 Perſonal 1 National Raſa: 


| F Wis atlh Fault 1 them, ie fig 2 
N much to the World, by Oath und Subſcription frye. ? 
725 War there any Th like Force or Com 


3 three if Fra you: ef men- 
rioned in 757 


N . ethods wore aferwards aſed; it was 
12 85 ible for the Congregation to People in- 
to ES till once they had got . — 


like a hy ement — which they only 
the m the Year 1 560. Ii then they wanted . - 
12 


ern Eng ies of Power, and cond have 
don one another, than What 

* 1 n e h Audi- 
- ences; 


—— — —_— : — —— — 


of the Lands, which mal ibly wou'd have kept 


ny: And I dety. the World to ſhow me one In- 


the Retormation began early in Aug 


_ uſing no other Arguments than what the Bible a. 
forded them with. And my Friend /wou'd; oblige? 
me, when he comes to know the Story fully, ih 
vouid let e Crime lay in the Cen- 
gregat ions Angus 
5 . th in the Circumſtances 


G7 ) 
One of my. Surveyer's Pr inciples woud 


Pe been very ſafe then; tor he cou'd have cold 


them, that they were not only uſurping and tyran- 
_ over his Conſcience, but meddling a little tuo 
familtarly with the ſtanding Conſtitut ion and Laws 4 


him from incurring the hainous 2 of Covenant 
ing with God and the Congregation.” , _ | 
Is with the greateſt Sarrsfaion, I. dare 93. 


that every true Proteſtant looks back upon our Re- 


formation from Popery; and particularly upon theſe 
Covenants which - were the very Soul and Liſe of ? 


it; and without which our worthy Anceſtors could 


5 2 never ſecured, either their Religion, or * ; 


Liberties, againſt a powerful Popiſ Party, who 
were uſing their laſt: Efforts to, 


t a Stop to that 
bleſſed Work; and to ſay, t our Reformers 
55 left Popery merely that they might have the Op- 
> ity themſelves to tyrannize over other Mens 
4 Confſciences, without having the old Doctors Pre: 
c“ tenſions to Infallibit y,“ a moſt unjuſt Calum- } 


ſtance of this Kind of Uſurpation in our firſt Re- 
formers. On the contrary, it my has 
not yet got. the Hiſtory ot theſe. Times, ſome of 
his Acquaintances in Dundee will tell N that as 
us 

ſo ſome of the firſt: Miniſters ol it, preached . 
quently in this Country, with wonderful Succeſs, 3 


and : Mearns; their going up 
en muy 


4.6 ) 
$ enn God, end the other C. 
| ee 1 
1 come nom a little to conſider the Ganfeſſion, of 
(Faith, as tis called, in all the firſt and autheminh 
| :Copies, or that National Covenant made in K. 
| Fames the Sixth's Reign; and with Reſpect to it, 
th —— le ways —4 
the cations of a religious aw 
i Oath, its Matter being Moral and Form Le- 
| gal:* So that, — Thing amis hers, 
= it: muſt have been purely „and cannot at- 
4 — unrl, It vi- 
1 fibly includes and incorporates. with itſelf the Con- 
| fefſm of Faith, compoſed and authoriſed 15 69, as 
= preſent happy Conſtitution does the 22 | 
| Fer Confeſſion, compoſed 1643, and all the Argu- 
ments againſt this National Covenant, under its 
ſiurſt and ncipal Form, cqually militate againſt 
requiring Miniſters, Proſeſſors of Divinity, School- 
mmiaſters, Sc. to ſubſcribe our Confeſſion Fan. 
And if my Friend has got over this difficult Step, 
us I reckon he — — een has 1 
ferent Securi im, lain 
3 e e eee / pd 
But that we may view this Covenant in its 
mot enlarged Senſe, the Covenanters themſelves teil 


e, moved K Reeg, d or er ſe- 


ery like an onerous 

— — — Farlia - 
| _ General Aſſembly of the Church, ſwore 
$ -#d' ſablcribed this Confeſſion: of Faith. and National 
cant, Which to this Day, we own; 48 to its 
water, to be tevcaled in, and commanded. Yer 
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Naw be a. Inference, let any Hod 
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Word of God th bene dees 
+ being n the Sgriptures, the -prac- |} 
I it being en joined aud 


warranted . ivine Precept, and what is ſworn - 
to 1 the King's Delos Aurtharity, and 
ablalutely agrecable to 


Principles of Fi ſo chat J ame ſure 


Us no true Blew Prexbyierign can hayneny 


againſt the National Coyepant. - 1p * 
Survcyer indeed ſeems to have a fron In- 
lingzion to 880 Wee ; for when our Fore fe- 


the prom 25 f during Lite in the Or 


Th, anger th 


Nodrine and 9 of — 
Ay > ains contained in the 
d of. the a — at the 

y, be { ays, *© {hat is, they ware that e 
* = might t be produced by humane Penalties, &e. 


ju 
And if there be any Thing in the Premiſfes, 0 
Will bear it, Le loſt all Fretenſians to Philoſophy 
and common Senſe Plainly there's ſomething bke 
Legerdemain here. Ihe P Period as it ſtands in the 
Coycyant runs ＋ e Promiſing and Sweating by 7 

T the great Name of the Lord our God, that wee 
« ſhall continue in the Obedience of the Doctrine 
« and * of this Kirk, and ſhall defend the 
* ſame, according to our Vocation and Bower, all 
* che Days of, our. Lives, under the Pains, Ses 
Burt the laſt ro Sentences are! induſtrioully kepe 
aur af his Narrative, to make Way for that Inſer 
that I dere ſay be himſealf r not haue 
th "Pane remade; if he had repeated the whole | 

For ip bs finſt Paper, Page 6. he lays, © 


Religion bei our maſk valuable Privilege; 
adden have's Baght to detend it, even N, 2 


bass, i 1 


3 — when that Rh; ©) ack; as their Civil .. 
{ iberties Now oa 40 our Fore- ſathers pro- 
miſe more, Except to continue'in the Obedience of 


| able to the Word of God? 
> © He ſhews ſomething of Spleen too, P e 24," or 


venant diſcovers a manifeſt Partiality in not 
8 abjur ing the perſecuting Spirit of Popery, with its 
& other Errors.” Whereas tis obvious to any one 
who reads ce e ahe they abjured 
Popery by the Lump, and came to Particulars, the 
very firſt Thing they renounced and refuſed, is the 
| afurped Authority of e Roman Antichrift over the 
© Conſciences of 
lb 2 che Covenant laid a Foundation on Men to 
| iſe the moſt inhumane Parts of Popery, which 
> «they did, as the Accounts of thoſe 'Times bear.” 
There muſt be a vaſt Deal of Braſs and Aſſur- 
ance here; . original Deſign of the Covenant 
was to abjure P , Which it does in the moſt 
full and ample Manner imaginable, and particular- 
ly their perſecuting Spirit and Uſurpation over 
the Conſciences of Men, as ſaid is, which yet ou 
be does not hinder my Surveyer from alle 
that Perſecution, Compulſion, Civil Penaltics, Force, 
Sc. were the ordinary Attendants of the Nation- 
| al Covenant; which makes me fancy that ſome- 
Time or other he has got 
he has not yet: covered, nor thinks himſelf fafe 
_ under any — But in might it 
not be that ſome Inſtances of Perſecutiog 
S under King amis the Sixth's Reign, ſhould - 1 Doug 15 
bern laid use Till theſe 3 
9 Friend umiſt neveſſhrly ly under! Ahe 
3 e 


that Doctrine and Diſcipline they reckon'd rh ar | 


4 — what is viſibly Lal in ſaying, © . 


Men, &c. He adds Ibidem, That 


a dreadful Fright, which 


4 
a 
| 
| 
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* 


FN and this could not 
mils, when it became a. Teſt of Loyalty to the 


Independents themſelves received none into their 1 
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Scandal of Calumny, K which no true ci 
I dare; ſay, wall; inme to give bim ealy An, 


tion. 0 
"Tis certain R 8 was * Te to all 


King, as well as the Term of Communion with 
the Church. And I/ pray where lay the Fault of 
impoſing ix as a Civil Teſt, under the Penalties of 
the Law, more than o 7 comma; > at 
this Day to abjure che Pope's Sup oh Z 
ſubſtantiation, Purgatory, Ge. hope you 
will allow, that the Church was _ 5 hope to 
take them into her Boſom, who were avowed E— 
nemics to the Ciyil, Government, or receive any in- 
to her Communion, before they came up to the 
Tams of it, which they could not do, till they 
were qualified as the Law then required.) The 


Body, without Marks of Grace: And we ſes in 
this func Comer, he gre Pre of « Congrats | 
tion lying out in the State of the Old Catech- 
menoi, for want of this Evidence, ſome of hum 
no doubt think this Piece of Diſcipline as hatd u- 
pon them, as if they were obliged to ſubſcribe the 
* Nerd all they have da 


lt My Fred, Frm. com + howdy thro? his * I 


of the Dominion che Clergy over the-Ch 
Laity, but has not —— to the Trouble to 


give ſo much as one Inſtance of it; only in the ge- 
neral he alledges, Ihe Peoples Conſciences being 
e ſettred, tis but a ſmall Confolacioh to them that 
8 this is done b Oath”. and not by a Pope . 
2] dot Fralas - TT Wann 
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it be not the Obligation 
eee 
2 cipline an our Ch 

| roy 5 ome bee it; Mo qd 
— 55 

en aer ch al an Chute A cn 
ue Word? Have they not all Standards 


© Hey-require che ſame Submiffion and Obediener 
if that" che Church of Storfand dees? Will not all 
Fer Renſoning r Father Satyr 6h" tliis Head, e- 
5 hold! afai alk the Fröteftint iche 


iN S 
4 hr ſceing ir / is Sn p6tibls! foe! My" cfety-- 
© Of: withoar'a Power to put 
dation F teckon- yon only: | 
| We 4odgl} ahd that the Ct 
wal wreſtec it cat of the Hatids*o 


Face; — his ry br H. 
hne Screpgrl! and Sound of his. Lunge pb 

e Well ſean itt all the Arts bf Calimy 

But s tliere are very Few who A 

to theſe eminent Gifts, ſo the Body and — 

n int of the Nation habecbern 

"with dur ER,” ever ſülte dur Re 

6 ltr yon it 2:19 


As the urch of Srrtahd nerer uſed jy ge 
Bind 6 bing die into het "iſh 
1 r 
bey te Digſenrers, B. G. Which the Det 

e len en ſerupled to nds e. 
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* Ind" Conifefſions: of Faith as well as we? Pott 
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National Covenant, with the additional Claſs con | 
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ee aud the five Artieles of M 
a: Committee of Miiiiſters were ſent to conẽ- 
them upon theſe: Htad e And | afterwards; Wh 
Set of People in that Town ſeemed to incline d, 
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he: Has donir, ſo — — may equally 
all or Covenants; in the Eye of a 
Jools neither like ad Be 
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| 1 as Fate him to live in ont 
of his on Houſes with Freedom and Safety, till 
e thould Twear to ſettle Religion through all his 
© <zDominions; according to the: Covenant. Now 
© which of the Charies's he means, Father of Son, is 
do determine, But with Reſpoct to King 
Oorier the Firſt, every Body knows the Scots Na- 
tn was! never honoured with dis Preſence. after 
enn League was gone in n 
+ Misfortunes that 'd bim in England, were 
F iftircly owing to the Sectariaus, the lude- 
gs had their own large Share: When the Funso' 
| were! going to bring him to a Trial for his Lila, 
—— — ſent up Lothian, Obirſiy 
perk a8 the Church did Mr. Roper?” 
Blair Miniſter at St. Andrews, to remonſtrate a 
their = W as their 


bear, dated. a Biſhop Hur 
A the Hil Shi nn Tim, Vol. I. Page 
tells us, 3 a- 
1 * 7 [ the King 1 Dearh, and were: e- 
u dery where: X for his Preſeryan, 
a den.“ Butlif he means! K. Charles the II. he 


far leſs to ſay here ; for all che Werl, Kno, | 


3 1 proclaimbd lim King; and 
Home upon ki Frher's Death. = 
 of- 


| the Solemn 2 

— Sey, before his Landi 
” he took, with what Affection I fhall OO 
Bis ir again at Scoon, 1 
June '1650; was no great Evidence of; Com: 
i= 5 — * when we —.— 

taking t venant, __ 

oand, 


eed on 0 he came out 
the n | 
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fider, thats 
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F nd that he 
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ſhip and Government of the Church, ſettle - 
ably thereto when, he came to Kurland. They 
fought likewiſe two famous Battles for him, the 


done at Dumbar, and the other at brteßer, fb i 


vhich as every Body knows, they were but indits 8 
ently rewarded at his Reſtoration, 1660. NO. = 
if the reſt of my Friend's Hiſtory be of a Piece 3 
with this Swatch, it carmot much hurt the Cove 
nanters I ſhould think; but whether it be or not. 1 
cannot juſt now enquire, becauſe I have not theſe 
Aas of Aſſembly by me, from which he ſays he has 
taken it. But it ſcems he ſuſpe&s the Truth of his 
Hiſtory himſelf, for when he has done with it, he 
begins to prophecy anent the Miſchiefs that wou'd 3 
; ended our Covenants, if they had continu- 
ed in Force. I had cited to him a Prophecy in 


my Queries out of the Revelation, which I thought 


look”. d ſomething like National Covenanting; to | 


7 which he anſwer d, That he had no Skill at unrid- 
dling Prophecies. However, ſince he has made a 


a to ſpring a great many of his-own, how be 
ſo ſoon acquired this extraordinary Git, 1 
don't pretend to know ; but he makes very much 
Uſe of it through his ſecond Paper, particularly=* 
where he ſays, © Tf the Covenanters had found no 
« Interruption in their Progreſs, this Nation had 


very ſoon been reduced to the fame State it was 


3 — | . 66 ) * 
boch fallen into the Ditch together.“ Now as 


at wou'd be very unmannerly in me to offer to con- 


fate theſe wiſe and charitable Conjectures, ſo per- 
haps. it might diſcourage my Friend from making 


du further Uſe of his prophetick Talents; and there- 


3 force I leave them in the ſame Situation I found 


There's another Thing in my Surveyer's Per- 
formance that I cannot fo eaſily digeſt, and that is, 
his maintaining, That Ignorance is always the Effect 
of Uniformi y, and is always diſpelled in Proporct- 
& on to the Breach of that Uniformity. And to con- 
firm this, he has got ſome very agreeable Inſtan- 
© ces of Span;ſh Stupidi.y, occaſi ned through want 
of Oppoſition, and of German and French Learning, 
acquired by the. Papiſts, by having Proteſtants a- 


mong them, and ſays in ſo many Words, "There's. 
EF. © no Doubt that Diviſions, and even Hereſies a- 
< mong Chriſtians, excite Men to a more diligent | 


Study of the Scriptures, and conſequently make 


che Truth better underſtood, than it there had 


been no ſuch Diviſions: And if I may be al- 


J = lowed; he adds, to make a Con jecture of the De- 
t ſigns of Providence, I wou'd think that this is 
= one Reaſon, why it is fo frequently ſaid in holy 


„ Writ, that theſe. muſt come. 


Ik!hahis locks as if he thought the ſupreme Being did 


not only barely permit, but actually ſends Diviſions 


aud Hereſi:s into the World, on Purpoſe to make 
Mien good Chriſtians, when yet he has pronounced 
> terrible Wo on theſe by whom they come. The 
pray for the Peace of 


Seripture commands us to 


Jeruſalem, and the Removal of all Diviſions and 
- Animoſities out of the Land; but my Friend, by 
err begs uy may 
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be inflamed, and that 8 Sectarians and 
Hereticks may be graciouſly ſent to break that U- 
niformity, which. produces nothing but Ignorance. 
And I muſt ſay, he acts juſt now very conſiſtently 
with his own Principles, in ſatyrizing the Covenants ' 
and Conſtirution of his Mother Church ; for howes 
ver unnatural this might be in an uniform Whig, 
yet it is a plain and neceſſary Duty to him, who 
no doubt reckons, that hereby he dilpels I | 
and ſhews the Miſchiets of Uniformity. He is 
angry it ſeems that we have ſettled upon a Foot 


of Parity; yet he muſt not think that I am juſt 


now to prove the Divine Right of Presbytery, 
for this I refer him to the Scriptures, and rhe 
learned Treatiſes that have been writ upon that 
Head, Tis enough for me at this Time to tell 
him» that tho we maintain a Parity among Offi- * 


cers of the ſame K ind, yet we never pretended that 


they all had or ſhould have equal Senſe and Learn- 
ing. We ſtill own, that a Man may ſerve to Ad- 
vantage in 2 remote Country Congregation, like 
mine, who would make but an inditferent Figure in 
a Ciry ; and yet this no more breaks our Parity 
than it does, among the Lords ot Seſſion, who ne? 
ver pretended to equal Knowledge in the Civil Law, © 
tho” their Commiſſions run all in the fame Strain: 
So that there is nothing in our Conſtitution to hin- 
der a Man from being a Philoſopher, and at the 


ſame Time à true pac d Presbyterian. 


I own I could never fall upon a Standard of Wit 
for all Mankind, more than my Friend, or the B. 
of Bangor, can do on a Creed tor the Church; which 
makes me think, that as I had never Uk tor the + 
Half of the Senſe of ſome others above me, to. it 1 
* Myr low Talents ſuitably, as 1 have got» 


E 2 


them 


5 , x | : ; 
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- 8 the" Author of Nature, the Bungorian 
Scheme itſelf will free me from contributing to that 


Tenorance and Stupidity which is ſaid always to at- 


bea Member. 
But that of which 1 it t ol by 


E Taquiſition, is, that it be alledged I have eve a 
with the Servants of ano- 
as the B. 


 lirtle to much Familiarity 
ther Maſter, in the Affairs of Religion, 
of Bangor 


Way of Reaſoning, with a Gentleman, for whom 


bete ſtill Eſtem, I hope 1 ſhalt come eff by the 


Bp's. own Scheme, except in ſo far as my Argu- 


ments come ſhort of proving the Lawiulnefs of Na- 
tional Covenanting Which ſubmit, as he does, to 
it and Cemeionces of all Men. 
Hun, ho knew the State of out we 7 


- the private Judgmen 


yet Could not be fu 


indifferently well, and 


to be much byaſfed in her Favours, ſays, in the 
Hiſtory of his own Time, That the Clergy were 


generally learned and knowing in their ownWay; 
«© and that when B. Leighton and he vent thro the 


is not much diminiſhed to this very Day; whereas 


he tells us in another Book of his, int icled, Diſ- 


cours T0 i Clorgy That man have ap- 


Have been allowed: the Sacrament, where they un- 
« derwent a Trial of their Knowledge : So that it 


ſeems there's ſomething of Ignorance, even Where 


our Parity and Velten) does not obtain. EVe- 
ty Body knows too, that the inferior Popifh Cler- 
We. Wc 1 3 among whom kit 


© ren. that” Body, of which Fhave tbe Honour to 


phraſes it. But when it is confidered, 
that 1 have done nothing this Way, but in a fair 


pee Counties, they found the Commons have 
| 25 an unufual Stock of Knowledge, which dare fay, ' 


lied him to put them in Orders who Would not 
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ſtill as many Diviſions as my Ftiend could wiſh 
for, Nor docs any believe, that all the Indepen- 
dents are Philoſophers and learned Men, tho* T 
agree with him in this, that they are but indiffe- 
rently claſſed in the Solemm League, or Acknow- 
ledgement of  publick Sins, Sc. Let their giving 
them che Precedency of all their A ſſociates, as they 
plainly do, ſcems to be ſome Kind of Apolo- 
gy, or at [leaſt ſays, they did not conſult Ar 
fotle ot Sudre in categorizing them, or rather in 
plain Scots, that they thought they were as much 
Enemies to Presbyterian Government, as the others 
named wich them; however they otherwiſe diſtin 
guiſh:d themſelves by their Orthodoxy. 9 
But in all the World I cannot unde how 
our Conſtitution alone produces Ignorance ſo na- 
tively, as my Surveyer, aſſures me it does. Is ic 
becauſe we have a publick Standard and Confeſſion 
of Faith? Have not our Neighbours round about 
us the like d Is it becauſe. we oblige a certain Or- 
der of Men among us to ſubſcribe it, and to preach 
and teach nothing contrary to it? Don't all the 
Churches in the World the ſame? Is it becauſe: 
our Confe///on of Faith is a little larger than ſome 
other Church Formularies, and contains ſome Do- 
trines that , and ſome others don't ad- 


mire #: This can be no good Evidence of Ignore 


ance, before:theſe Doctrines are ſhown to be incon- 
ſiſtent with the Word of God, which is not yet 
done. Do we diſcharge People from reading the 
Bible or other Books, even ot the dependent Com- 
ure? Don't we daily adviſe and exhort Men to 
improve their natural Faculties to the utmoſt, and 
provide them in all imaginable Helps tot doing 
this? 80 that I imagine my Friend may be fill 
5 E 3 _ ſomes 


_ I EE 3 
= Jomething of a Whig: himſelf, and has only made 


dais in- natured and unjuſt Reflection, thro' that 


* Ignorance and Stupidity, which he ſays always at- 
-—zends Uniformity. 
Thus I have gone over the great Lines of theſe 
two Papers, lately ſent me by an unknown Hand, 
though not in the fan.e Order the Author has 
placed them; and I oun they are writ, with ſo 
much Wit and Livelineſs, that it would very much 


Juſtify bis Notion of Uniformity, if I had not a 


tolerable Gueſs of the Parent. * F 
Hut it Liberty and Religion are valuable Things; 
and if they are not, what is Valuable? If the 
maintaining the Purity of the Chriſtian Religion, 
fte from Idolatry, Superſtition, Impoſture, and 
Cuuelty; and if the maintaining a Proteſtant Church 
n ber eſſential Powers, which without Partiality, I 
reckon one of the beſt. in the World; it theſe Things, 
I fay, be juſt Grounds of Calumny, or miſcalli 
dur Covenants, I leave to the Senſe bt all Mank ind 
und to the late B. of Bangor among the gclt to 


8 The Third is viſibly done by the fame Hand; 
in the: Preamble whereof the Author lays down 
- -fome very bold and daring Poſitions, ſuch as, 190, 
| The Jews being of à {tuborn Diſpoſit ion, God 
doe them a Religion ſuitable to it, as if the ſu- 
preme Governour of the World, did not fo much 
bonſult his on Glory, as the Humour and Caprice 
pF his Creatures in his Management of them. 2. 
That the Fewif® Religion was incorporated with 
their Civil Conſtitution, and made a Condition of 
& -thcir poſſefling the Land of Canaan. Now this 
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Aerion is falſe in both Parts of it, for by all the 
Flor ot che Old Teſtament, we ſec a ſpeeilick 
e 7 
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before the Ceremanial Law was promulgate. 3. 


=. Where in all the World did you ever read or h 
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Difference betwixt the Civil and Eecleſiaſtick u- 
riſdictions: From Moſes's Time and downwards, 


the Fewiſh Church and State had ordinarly di- 


ſtinct Rulers Prieſts and Levites for the one jadges 
and Kings ſor the other; 3 Acts, Sacrificing, 
Sc. m the Church, Death, Baniſhmenr, Oc. in the 

State; diſtinct Ovje&s, Matters of the Lord, and 

Matters of the King, 2 Chron. xix. 11. Diſtinck 
Laws ceremonial for the Church, judicial for the 

Commonwealth, and moral for both, The Form 

of their Civil Government was frequently alter d, 
but that of the Church continu'd unalterably the 

ſame ; and every Body knows they had diltin& 
Periods of Duration, the Church exiſting (tho 
corrupt) a'ter the Civil Government was ovet- 
turn'd by the Romans. So till my Friend put him- 
ſelt to the Trouble of proving that the Fewiſb Re- 
ligion was incorporated wich the Civi! Conſtituti- 
on, a great many well meaning People will ſtill 
imagine them to be diſtinct. For the other Fart 
of his A ſſertion, as it viſibly wants Proof, ſo it 
labours under this little Diſadvantage that we are 
told, Gen. xvii. 1,15. That Abrabam's Right, 
and that of his Poſterity to the Land ot Canaan, 7 
was fully ſettled by that gracious Covenant God 
was plraſed to enter into with him and them, long 


He obſerves, that the Ceremonial Law was only 
a political Religion; and this Obſervation, he ſays, 
leads to make a true Judgment of the Nature of 
theſe Fewiſh Covenants gone into for Reformation. 
But good Maſter Surveyer, may I ask where you 

learned this mannerly Way of ſpeaking, to call 4 
Divine Inſtitution a meer political Religion? Or 


- of 


'E 4 


: oy ** 
* d [ 
3 —_ * 


* C2) 

3 ae » Raligion? It that which you and . your 

I are now making up, does = ſome Way 
1 that Name, I ſhould have thought that any 
4 Chitin would have bluſh'd to call that Religion 
ech policical, which ſo plainly prefigured Chriſt, 
| and rhe*Bleſſin of te Goſpel. . But beſid che 
eas had the Moral Law ct Covenant of 
Upenſed. to them; ſo that, Ten allow there was 


9 
"#4." 


i —.— but they muſt haye Covenanted to per- 
em moral .DNatics, and not mecrly palitical Ones, 
vou aver, which inc irely ſpoils. your polirick 


bold in a Matter, of that Importance, wherein 
the Souls of a whole Nation tor many Generations 
Pere concerned, who even in their Ceremonial Wor- 
Rip, could not ſerve God acceptably, without. ſpi- 


= your 8 the Few!/h Covenants, makes 
= the whole Jewiſh Oeconomy and Levitical Service 


Eg Picce of meer Pageantry, unworthy of God as a 
E _— Spirit, and degrades it below any heatheu- 
ith Inſtitut ion in the World, none of which were 
ever . reckoned meerly political in the Countries 
ie they obtained, as you irreverently ſay God's 
© Ceremonial Law to the Fews was. Yet my Friend 
being fond fatter o many Ages) ot the —— 
chat the Ceremonial Law was only a 
political Religion, goes on to ſhow, that the Jewiſh 
1\ . political Du- 
No 

© {ay aga Alt the Ar ob National Covenant ing, 
| 85 plead for? He ſees & plain Plan of Natt- 
3 NE 27 Goc in yheſe fams 


T 
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E any thing like ſincere Religion among them, tis 


. Tang and indeed. is roo. airy and, metaphyſical 


© ritual Views. And let 1 tell you in calm Blood, 
] oY farſi Branch . OUT. Diſtincticn, on which you, 


ſuppoſe this to be true, what does it 


, 


rr 44 60 D.v& S he = 


N 


as o many Actors in a Puppy e | 


* 73 3 3 
Tears. he himſelf hes; 8 prompil- f 
ed only to perform external and political Obed e- 
ence to the Laws of Moſes, as he ſays, yet I fh 
think this by it ſelf were a ſufficient, Warram — 1 
Chriſtians to promiſe Obedience, thro? the 
gf, God, to the Laws of Chriſt, and the Pe 
ance of moral Duties. For if a Nation, as wy 
Surveycr allows, may lawfully covenant to relagaa © 
the ad and political Parts of Religion, ha 
in all the World hinder them at the ſame 
Tone to promiſe, thro? Divine Aſſiſtance, to gc- 
form their Hearts and Lives? So that I wender 
8 what N (> he can quarrel our Reformers * 


«4p; and Hiera 
Church m_— to ſupport a 
igion, SS — — W oy. deck 
agreeable to the Word of God. 

The Texts of Scripture he cites to prove that the 
Jeulſo Covenants related only to Things political * 
and ccremonial are, 2 Chbron. xxxiw 31, 3. 34> 
2 Chrau. xv. 12, 13, 15, Kara x. 3, „ $$ 
Chron. xxix. 10. And it ſeems ſtrange that he whe. 
very wittily can find a ſpiritual Meaning in cyeny 
other Paſſage of holy Writ, can ſee nothing like it i 
theſe, but impiouſly dreſſes up the Covenanting u 


Subjects procuring Acts of Iudemnity from their 
Kings, by ſwearing civil Allegiance to them. BW 
it happens a little unlucky to this new Scheme, thay : 
inſtead of ſwearing Obedience to a civil Law, | ths 
Jeus and their Kings make their Oath to God Ale 
mignty himſelf and promiſe to ſeek him with al tum 
Hearts and Soulso k keep, his Teſtimonies and perfor. | 
bis Covenant, Sc. Naw all the Art and Sophiling J 


pag World will never make thele e 
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ibi of "another Nature, fo they never were, 

win be performed without an inward Principle 
Sf Holinds and Divine Life.” And indeed it would 

© be highly abſurd ro imagine, that all the Crimes 

= and Enormitics of Trae! and Fudab, during the 

E Reighs of their Idolatrous Kings, were no more 

E than a breaking in upon the civil Conſtitution, and 
heit ſolemn Covenanting in the Periods referred to, 

Ho more than their accepting an Indemnity from 
their religious Princes. This would bring the No- 
© tions of Sin and Covenanting for Reformation 

= Jower than they have been yet in the World, nay 
Den tempt Men to think that Complaint and 
E Fhreartning was unjuſt, which we have J. xxix. 3 1. 
E Tor as much as this People draw near me with their 
© Mouth, and with their Lips do benour me, but they 
© Dave removed their Heart far from me, and their 
toward me is taught by the Precept of Men : 
- Therefore: behold, Sc. Now how can we imagine 

they ſhould have been quarrelled for Hypocriſy, if 

nad not been their Duty to ſerve God in Spirit 

and ir Truth, ſince tis plain that meer external Ser- 

- Sice anſwers all the Ends of my Surveyer's political 

55 this Time I hope every Body ſees how un- 

- fairly the Jewiſh Covenants: are repreſented in the 

- foregoing er; And that what the Author calls 

wonſtration proving them to be merely poli- 

tical, docs not amount 25 3 28 call a 

EF probable Argument. All l her on 

F this Head, 3 to wiſh, that wins of theſe 

= heavy Woes denounced by our bleſſed Saviour 

= againſt the Phariſees, for perverting the Law of 

may ever light upon my good Friend, or 
"258 | any 
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Chriſtians from Infidels, as the Fewſb 2 — d. 


not to be wiſh' d that ic ſhould eats 


CRF | Y 
any of his A ſſociates, but that repent and 1 
ri to the COS . F 3M 
My Survyer having own — 
mis as the Foundation of his political — | 
his Judgment anent the Fewyſb Covenants,” got 
on to make Improvement of them, and ſays, © Thar 4 
<, nothing of the Fewyb Reformarions or Covenants 
“ ing wich God may be lawfully imitated by Chri- 
ſtians“ In Anſwer to which, I {hall lay him 
ſome plain Queries touching the Ho Heads he 
harangues on, and if theſe do not hang in an exact 
Chain, I have no other Apology for't but than? | 
am iollowing my Leader. 
Query iff, W Why in accounting for the Fowld' | 
Ree? do you always omit the Moral Law and” 
Covenant of Grace, the two moſt valuable nm 1 
of it ? * 
2. If you had been pleaſed ro name thoſe, as you. 
ought to have done, how do you think ory would 


have wal'd with your political Religion? 


3. If evtr there was a Time when God was | 


* pleaſed with meer external Service, withor 


id Affections, as to entail Bleſſings upon it, and 
declare that it was an adequate Obedience to his 
Law, nnen Caſe of the.” | 


eus? 
4. Does not Chriſtianity as much diſti 


ſtinguiſhed the Fews from the Heatheniſh and do- 


latrous Nations round about them? 


5: Does not Chriſtianity become a National Re- 
ligion where it is nationally profeſt? And were x 
it ſelf thro”. the 


whole World, even at the Expence of National? 
* ? * 
6. 1 


F - 43...» 
I ae p ee et up our 
1 iel Retormers as Men ignorant of their own 
ies, and never: conſulting! with the Word of 
el that grand Allair 
F ving Popcry Py 57 
ls it decent in a Member of aki Church. of 
Sand to ſay, as vn do, That we had much 
© SS better-continucd iu the Darkneſs and Superſtition 
cl the Church of Rome, un reformed as 
ee id? 2 . 
8. Would 8 4 dc | 
| —— . — vile Compariſuns bet wixt Pope- 
our Reformation, as you do through yon 
Lines"? And ſhould nat your: Conſcience have 
eh gon in hlachening that glerious Work which 
3 ate fotced to ov to have been lawiut in 
A political Senſe? > 
Wt Andif Men may enter into Ge 
| ing their Lives and ortunes,T would fain 
| know why at the ſame Time they may not add a 
- Chuſe as their haly Religion, as being their 
able Intereſt? Is it not impious then to 
ii chat there it no odds betwixt Popiſſi Ru- 
vpoſing groſt Abſurdities upon the World, and 
ans Covenanting to maintain the plain and 
aeniable Truths of God's Word, which was 7a dur 
mers ever did? 
10. Are you in Earneſt when you ſay, +; That 
this Cizit Magiſtrate ferves for no other er 
o the Church, but to preſerve external Order, and 
rn dcvouring one another in his Do- 
miniors? i 
1. Wha chinkyou of tet Kings of Fudad, ht 
| e the High Places, brake the * and r | 
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| where their Princes ON 


. J 
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of that Promiſe, 1/ajab xlix. 237 25 l 
12. But ſince you ralk ſo pe bs the Ki i 
formation, carricd on by the Pious Kings of fa 
and Fadab, Lack how you like our own Rca 
Sovereign's Royal a inſt Vice Rory | 
Prophanity? Fe with whar C e ir 
in your Congregation, ſince in ſo many Words Tie 1 
fay that the Princes of this Worſd ad. no Divite } 
Warm to ſupport Religion by Laws or Penglities 
of theit own ? © Every A& (you add) of this Na- 
ture committed by them i is an Act ot. Violence an I 
12 5 8 I 4 
How doye- like the 27 Chapter of out: CoM 
fe en of Fab, which [ reckon you have ſubſcribed 0 


War againſt i OG ended in fetthng C 
air as the publick and authorized Religion "&' 
oo . Empire? Or to come near Heme w 

k you of the glorious Revotutivn, which haps ; 
— in Britain 1688, under the Conduct of 4 
Fred immortal Fame, and Particular. of that 4 


Aſſociacion which was ſubſcribed at His ay 
which viſibly bears all the Eſfcnciats: of a x Na 


Covenant for Retormation? 

r5. Is it not a tolerable Preſlidagiticlt 1 
Noribits of our Covenants are a littteauir of gi 
when youſee all the Proteſtant Churches e | 
going into the ſame Merhog arid Manner of Cove 
nanting, chat the Church of Sr, did at her R. 


formation, except that of En 3 a and Denmark, 


16. Is it any. better Atgumetit againſt che Lal 
e eee king, chat chere ee 
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would againſt 'obicrving the Lord's Day, and 
YZ ts, Ec and thecally when — are 
many plain Reterences in the New Teftament to the 
a both oc * are e the Word of 
od? 
Fince you own that true Religion was the 
e among = Jeus that it is now, why may not 
* covenant to perform moral Duties as 
wa How dbthe Nocons of s toendous and bound- 


dige with the Doctrine ot non Reſiſtance, and 
e jo: powrriylly held furth in the 


13 


19. Can you ſay, rf var e 
ene the Word of God and the i- 


of Bangor's Werts; ? And have you not obvi- 


than I dare ſay he ever ALE 6; they 1h 


b. Foſcript of this Letter  ſeeins to have 
been calculated for a ſuperior Genius than mine; 
th own I cannot conſtruct ſome Parts of 

wth common Senſe. But ſo far as I underſtand 
FF ſhall iollow the Author with a few Remarks. 
ino, Tho it be plain that the Apoſtolical 
Creed Was known before — third ee yet that 
A not. o much the Caſe here, as ſor what Ends and 
tt and other Creeds were at firſt compoſed, 
could be no other than to be publick Stan- 


nad Formularics for eſcrving Chriſtian Com- 


; and indeed this 


is, and condemning 
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E WIS Command ſo inthe Now lee, than this 


Libercy, which nun through your firſt two Let- | 


. our Reformation, as you hayg —79 4 
improven and ſtretched the Biſhop's Princip 1 1 
I. oul 


Sent z ncar to National Computing, as 9 
ä N ute 
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| ſecuted State of the . — Church could a3 
+ ue | —_ 
2do, My Friend ſays, He knows not for what 
End Creeds and Confeſſions are brought into tne 
* Controverſy, unleſs it be to perplex it,” which 
makes me fancy that he is a little out of Humour, 
when he hears of Creeds and Conſeſſions of Faith; and 
no wonder I muſt fay, for they are very ſib, and near. 
ly relaxed ro Covenants, which he does not mu 
\ admire; they plainly ſtand and fall together, A 
Creeds and Confeffions of Faith being Covenants,” 
and e contra all Convenants are Creeds and Contel= 3 
ſions of Faith: And every Body that has Eyes to 

look into our Books, may ſee that ever ſince the 
Year ot God 1580, our National Covenant is called“ 
the Confe//ion of Faith: And no wonder, forit con» 
tains the {ame Doctrines, which are taught and pro- 
feſt by the Church ot Scotland at this Day. 

5 ztio, I am not at all ſurprized that I have gotia 
blunt Anſwer, as tis called, ro my eight Query ſinc i 
I defy my Surveyer, and all his Aſſociates, ro how 

me any eſſential Difference bet wixt covenanting ang 
ſubſcribing a Creed or Confeſſion of Faith. Ho 
inconſiſtent then muſt it be to allow the one, an 
yet impugn the Lawfulneſs of the other? ll | 
I have now done for this Champaign with t 

Author of theſe three Letters, which ſome Time SJ 
go were clandeſtinely ſent me. And it it were nog 
that there is a certain kind of Pleaſure, in contends" 
ing for the good Old Cauſe, it would be no grears 
Satisfaction, 1 ſhould think, thus to be fighting u 
the Dark or reafoning with a diſguiſed Gentleman 
who is ſo very fluctuat ing, as to change his Notioaꝶ 
of the ſame Things through all his Paper 
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